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A Zionist Book 





}F THERE were some annual prize 
for the best Zionist book of the 
year, I should say that such a prize for 
1940 logically belonged to Claude 
McKay, the well known Negro author 
and poet, for his book ‘Harlem: 
Negro Metropolis,” that was pub- 
lished a few weeks ago. It has been 
a long time since any book possessing 
the freshness, vigor and honesty of 
McKay’s “Harlem” has been pre- 
sented to the reading public. 


As its title amply indicates, 
McKay's volume deals with Negroes 
and not with Jews. And yet there are 
many things in it that Jews, who have 
not learned from experience or have 
forgotten old lessons, could ponder 
with profit. I do not mean to say that 
the Negro problem is identical with 
the Jewish problem or that.the present 
day social trends in Harlem are the 
same in every detail as those in the 
Bronx. But by their very nature all 
national or racial minorities have 
many common ailments and therefore 
are subject also to common cures. 
McKay's incisive and often bitter 
analysis of the social manifestations in 
the Negro community bear a close re- 
semblance to numerous early Zionist 
works. And like the latter his book 
too has met with a barrage of con- 
demnation. : 


What is the outstanding Zionist 
feature of the book? I would say it is 
its author's lack of fear of remaining 
among his own people without, at the 
same time, glorifying them as a select 
and chosen group. Seeking the path 
of least discomfort, Jewish as well as 
Negro intellectuals only too often try 
to evade the specific hardships to 
which they are subject. The avenues 
of escape are practically the same in 
the case of both minorities; self-com- 
pensation through ascribing exagger- 
ated virtues to one’s own group, an 
attempt to become accepted among the 
more favored majorit,, or, finally, a 
frantic and fanatical faith in some 
panacea that would miraculously cure 
all ills. In our own case, of the Jew- 
ish group, we are only too well ac- 
quainted with all three varieties. We 
know the Jew who “looks exactly like 
a Gentile,’’ we know the one who con- 
stantly intones (or listens to others 
lecture) on the “Jewish contribution 
to civilization,” and we also know the 
type who is convinced beyond ll 
doubt that Stalin’s ‘‘peace policy” will 
solve all his problems. 


When Zionists questioned the val- 
idity of the above blind alleys of 
escape, there was a.chorus of derision 
and condemnation. The “revolution- 
aries” of all varieties shouted that it 
meant chauvinism,  self-segregation, 


the establishment of a national ghetto. 
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It hurt to be dragged down from the 
clouds of fanatical self-delusion to “he 
inescapable dreary reality, and so they 
fought back with all weapons at their 
command. “British Imperialism” 
shouted the comrades on the left; 
“sacrilege’’ hollered those on the right. 

With his book Claude McKay 
brought down upon himself a similar 
avalanche in the Negro group. In 
om Bi after fascinating chapter he 
probes the real Harlem, the poverty 
stricken Harlem longing for miracu- 
lous, easy riches; the oppressed of 
Harlem thronging to receive the bless- 
ings of Father Divine; the false Mes- 
siah Garvey, a Negro Sabbathai Zevi, 
who enthused the masses with a belief 
in a near redemption. He speaks of 
these with kindness and with under- 
standing for the motives which 
brought these manifestations — often 
in weird outer trappings—into being. 
The poor Negro who plays the num- 
bers game suddenly becomes familiar 
to us as the Jew who dreamed of be- 
ing Rothschild; the follower of Father 
Divine suddenly appears very much 
like a Hassid grabbing some “‘sacred”’ 


remnant from his Rabbi’s banquet 
table. But McKay has only bitterness 
for the majority of Negro intellectuals 
who, trained and able to lead and help 
their people, stray after false ‘‘revolu- 
tionary” idols for the meager mess of 
pottage of being accepted among the 
white comrades. In rebellion against 
the segregation imposed on their race, 
many Negro intellectuals are ready to 
isolate themselves from their people if 
only by doing so they will remove all 
suspicion that they condone the evil. 
And there are enough unscrupulous 
politicians on the left as well as on 
the right who stand ready to exploit 
this fear of segregation to gain control 
over Negro organizations. 

McKay’s book has been attacked 
from many quarters, and especially by 
Negroes. “You are for segregation,” 
they tell him. But he is not for segre- 
gation nor for going back to Africa. 
He merely knows that running away 
from oneself and one’s group is 
neither ethical nor practical, that 
there is no miraculous short-cut to the 
solution of the problems of a national 
minority. S. K. 
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“Gditorials 





England Must Answer 





T HE WATERS AROUND SOUTHERN EUROPE HAVE 
become a highway of suffering and death for 
refugees fleeing that continent. Hardly a day 
passes without some news of unseaworthy vessels 
bearing exiles being detained or shipwrecked or in 
distress. After the tragic explosion of the Patria 
in the waters of Haifa bay, there followed the 
shipwreck of a refugee boat in the sea of Mar- 
mora not far from Constantinople. After a pro- 
longed stay in an unfriendly Bulgarian port, 350 
men, women and children were forced to continue 
their voyage. A tug boat escorted the leaky Sal- 
vator into the Black Sea and there left it to its 
fate. The vessel remained afloat for a short time 
but capsized at the first storm off the coast of 
Turkey. Of the unfortunate passengers, 233 men, 
women and children were drowned. 


Should we protest against the Bulgarian gov- 
ernment that so cruelly forced the refugees to re- 
sume a journey on an unseaworthy ship? It 
would be useless. The Bulgarian government is 
itself under pressure from Germany. Under Nazi 
influence it recently promulgated severe anti-Jew- 
ish laws. It is no longer a free agent today and 
merely does as its Nazi masters command. 


In the meantime there are thousands of other 
refugees in Mediterranean and_ Black Sea ports 
awaiting the day when they will leave, perhaps to 
meet a fate similar to that of the passengers on 
the Salvator and the Patria. They cannot return 
to the Nazi dominated inferno from which they 
had fled. Their hosts, themselves in fear of Ger- 
many, are anxious to see their uninvited guests 
leave as soon as possible. 


Only one way remains open for these refugees 
—the Mediterranean Sea. And on the shores of 
this Sea there is only one country whose inhabit- 
ants would welcome them with open arms—Pales- 
tine. But the bureaucratic, die-hard British of- 
ficials of Palestine, left-overs from the Chamber- 
lain era of appeasement, do everything within 
their power to bar the refugees from Palestine as 
well. Not only are they being prevented from 
landing, but when this fails they are deported 
from the country to some other part of the British 
empire for the duration of the war when their 
ultimate fate will be decided. Thus 1,584 “‘l- 
legal” immigrants were deported on December 8. 
This “heroic” act of the Palestine administration 
was not carried out without the knowledge of 
London. It therefore indicates a determination 


on the part of London to enforce the regulations 
against “illegal” immigrants despite all obstacles. 


It is impossible to find any moral or political 
justification for this policy. Neither the war 
emergency nor Arab sentiment could in any way 
account for it. The admission of some thousands 
of homeless refugees into Palestine would not in 
any way diminish Britain’s chance of victory. On 
the contrary, such a humanitarian policy would en- 
courage all liberal minded people in the world to 
look to England as the champion of the wronged 
against the aggressors. 


Unfortunately there are many persons, not ex- 
cluding Jews, who think that as long as the main 
struggle with Nazi Germany continues, it is pre- 
ferable to remain silent on the score of England’s 
policy toward refugees seeking a haven in Pales- 
tine. Such an attitude is absolutely unsound and 
merely serves to strengthen the few undesirable 
elements within the British government who have 
so far retained their office. There is only one cri- 
terion to be applied to this as well as to any other 
similar situation—if an action serves the cause of 
humanity and democracy, it also benefits and aids 
England in the present struggle; if it does not, 
then it harms, not only its immediate victims, but 
also the cause of England. Any other approach is 
false and all pussy-footing on the question of 
refugees or any other issue does more harm than 
good. 


Is the British government ready to condone fur- 
ther tragedies such as that of the Patria and the 
Salvator? Is the Churchill government ready to 
assume responsibility for more lives lost for the 
sake of the enforcement of a decree enacted by the 
Chamberlain administration? 


We know what is at stake in the present war 
and we say: All possible aid should now be given 
to Britain! But precisely because Jews offer Eng- 
land unqualified support at this time, we are en- 
titled to ask the above questions and to demand of 
England: You fight against Hitlerism and for a 
more civilized and humane world; demonstrate to 
the world that you mean what you say! 


Rumania Outdoes Itself 





T HE NEWS ACENCIFS REPOR'S A NiW DECREE BY 
the Rumanian premier-dictator General An- 
tonescu whick, “alms to make pts country.Judunrein. 
According to’ its’ termtsalf Rumanian ‘jews must 
leave the country or be expelled. 

, This decree may have been formulated at the 
demand of the Nazis or it may have been an inde- 










ee 


pendent discovery. Leave it up to the present 
rulers of Rumania to devise such a plan. They 
have manifested considerable talents in the past in 
the direction of making the lives of Jews unbear- 
ably miserable. Just now, with parts of Rumania 
annexed by neighboring states and the country it- 
self occupied by the Germans, such a decree may 
provide the rulers with the only proof that they 
are not entirely impotent. 

Where can the hundreds of thousands of 
Rumanian Jews go now? Hungary’s borders are 
sealed to them. And this is but a minor calamity. 
since Jewish fate in Hungary is not something to 
be yearned for. Red army soldiers guard the 
Soviet border and, after a short period of leniency 
following the occupation of Bessarabia, now pre- 
vent any more Jews from entering. Bulgaria and 
Jugoslavia have just passed anti-Jewish laws 
under Nazi pressure and will allow none to enter. 
There only remains Rumania’s Black Sea coast, 
but there are no ships available to take any appre- 
ciable number of people overseas. 

The vast majority of Rumanian Jews will thus 
remain in the country and no decrees of Antonescu 
will succeed in expelling them. Dictators mightier 
than comic-opera-Antonescu failed in expelling all 
their Jews when there was no place where they 
could be sent. But the consequences of the decree 
may assume a different and not less threatening 
nature. Rumanian Jews can be relegated to the 
status of “illegal residents” without rights to any 
kind of employment. They can be doomed to 
starvation. As it is there has for some time 
existed a situation in Rumania under which there 
is an “open season” on Jews. Any Iron Guard 
hooligan and gangster can rob, maltreat or kill 
Jews without punishment. Add starvation to this 
state of affairs and the real import of the decree 
becomes evident. 

What can we do now to aid the Rumanian 
Jews? Very little. At this moment even the gov- 
ernment of the United States could not effectively 
help by its intercession. But Washington can do 
one thing. The United States government can in- 
form the Nazi puppets in Bucharest that a record 
is being kept of their unspeakable brutalities, a 
record that will not be forgotten. No matter how 
long the war lasts, it will one day come to an end 
and then Rumania and its future existence as a 
state will confront the court of world public opin- 
ion. Rumania’s little Fuehrers must be made to 
understand how America feels about their super 
Nazi sbreé, . 
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A Separate Drive for Palestine 





‘STATEMENT BY‘ RABB! ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
declares that in 1941 the United Palestine 
Appeal will conduct an independent campaign to 
raise twelve million dollars for the work in Pales- 


JEWIsH FRONTIER 


tine. For the past few years the activities of the 
United Palestine Appeal were carried out in part- — 
nership with the Joint Distribution Committee” 


and the National Refugee Service as the United 
Jewish Appeal. In 1941 we will thus return to 
the previous status. But this return to a previous 


mode of fund raising must not in any way be con- © 


strued as indicating any conflicts or lack of unity. 
There can also be no talk of “competition” be- 
tween the two agencies. Zionist elements in the 
Jewish community will continue to work energet- 
ically for the funds whose aim it is to help the 
needy abroad and the refugees in this country. 
We similarly hope that those Jews who are not 
Zionists will do their utmost toward the success of 
the United Palestine Appeal. It is not essential 
for a person to share the ultimate aims of Zionism 
in order to appreciate the value of the work in 
Palestine and the role of that country as a center 
for Jewish mass immigration and colonization. 


In the separation of the United Palestine 
Appeal from the previous united drive there 
enters no question of principle or of indifference 
toward mere relief work but only the question of 
what method of fund raising is the most practical. 
The union of two fund raising drives one of which 
is primarily philanthropic while the other is 
backed by a political movement with a program of 
national economic reconstruction, was not a nor- 
mal phenomenon. The United Palestine Appeal 
requires a different approach, a different tone and 
different methods of educating the public. The 
special character of the work in Palestine was to a 
great extent passed over in silence in the drives of 
the United Jewish Appeal. It must also be borne 
in mind that in 1941 much larger sums will be 
needed to take care of the needs of resettling the 
thousands of refugees who succeed in reaching 
Palestine. Rabbi Silver pointed out that only for 
the transportation and settlement of one thousand 
Jewish refugees from Lithuania to Palestine the 
sum of one million dollars will be needed. For 
the next few months the Jewish Agency for Pales- 
tine still has five thousand certificates for immig- 
rants who must be brought from Europe: These 
must be transported to Palestine—and under pre- 
sent war conditions this item alone involves no 
small expense. Considering the urgency of pres- 
ent conditions in Europe, we hope that the separ- 
ate drive of the United Palestine Appeal will re- 
sult in greater returns than were obtained from a 
joint campaign without in any way diminishing the 
income of the Joint Distribution Committee or the 
National Refugee Service. No one can say that 
American Jews have given in 1940 to the very 
limit of their ability. 


The proclamation of a separate campaign also 
imposes certain obligations on the Zionist move- 
ment. Differences centering about minor dis- 
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agreements will have to be forgotten. The Miz- 
rachi organization will have to become more 
active in the fund raising field. Hadassah, the 
Zionist Women’s Organization, which has been so 
successful in its work for special tasks, will have 
to integrate its activities with the broader work of 
the United Palestine Appeal. The Labor Zionist 
movement, in its turn, must seriously consider 
ways and means to cooperate effectively with all 
other Zionist groups toward the successful com- 
pletion of the campaign. 


Dov Hos 





N WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, THE PALESTINE 

labor movement suffered a great loss in the 
tragic accidental death of Dov Hos, one of its 
most brilliant leaders. The accident occurred 
when Hos was returning from a visit to interned 
refugees in Acre. The automobile in which he, 
together with some members of his family and 
Ben Yaakov, director of the aviation society of 
Palestine were returning to Tel Aviv crashed into 
a wall killing all its occupants. 


Dov Hos was 46 vears old at the time of his 
death. Unlike most labor leaders of Palestine, he 
was brought to that country when still a child and 
received his education there. After many vicissi- 
tudes as a Turkish subject and soldier during the 
first world war, he was captured by the British and 
helped organize Jewish battalions to liberate the 
country from the Turks. At the conclusion of the 
war his unusual abilities, idealism and devotion to 
the Jewish labor movement in Palestine found out- 
lets in many directions and he became one of the 
most beloved among the younger leaders. He 
was among the founders of the first united Zionist 
Socialist party ‘““Achduth Avodah” in Palestine in 
1919. When the Histadrut, general federation 
of labor, was organized one year later, Hos was 
one of its most energetic protagonists and leaders. 
Since that time he has served Palestine Jewish 
labor in many capacities as organizer of building 
cooperatives, as director of the political bureau in 
London, on missions to Jewish labor in America, 
as labor vice mayor of Tel Aviv, a post he held at 
the time of his death, and as organizer of the self- 
defense forces. 

Dov Hos was scheduled to go to London soon 
to strengthen still further the bonds of sympathy 
and common interests uniting the labor move- 
ments of England and Palestine. His sudden 
accidental death has removed from labor Zionism 
one of its most brilliant personalities. 


Reclaimed Dowry 





N THE FIRST DAY OF CHANUKAH THE JEWISH 
National Fund in Palestine was presented 
with an area of about one thousand acres. This is 
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not a very large stretch of land, by any standard. 
But it is of special symbolic and, if you please, sen- 
timental value since on it the ancient cities of 
Gezer, and later of Modiin, were located. Modiin 
is famous in Jewish history as the birthplace of 
Judah Macabbee and his brothers who led the 
Jewish war of liberation against the Syrian Greek 
rulers. This area had been bought by the de- 
ceased British Zionist Herbert Bentwich, father 
of the well known author and Zionist Norman 
Bentwich. It later passed into the ownership of 
the Macabbee Land Company. In recent weeks it 
became the perpetual property of the Jewish 
people as a whole through the agency of the 
Jewish National Fund. 


But aside from any historical claim to Gezer on 
the basis of its having been the “home town” of 
the Macabbees, there is another title of Jewish 
ownership which goes even farther back to the dim 
beginnings of history. The Bible tells us that 
when King Solomon married the daughter of his 
contemporary Pharaoh, his father-in-law con- 
quered the city of Gezer and presented it as dowry 
to the groom. That seems to have been the ap- 
proved fashion of helping a young son-in-law get 
established in the king business in those days. In 
obtaining this stretch of land, the Jewish National 
Fund thus merely acquires a part of Pharaoh’s 
daughter’s hope chest. 
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Colonization in Australia 


by C. Hartley Grattan 





«Sp JEWISH FREELAND LEAGUE of 
London has been active in Australia for 
many months past. Its secretary, Dr. J. Stein- 
berg, has been enlisting Australian support for a 
proposal to establish a Jewish settlement in the 
Kimberley district in the northern part of the state 
of Western Australia. Since there are many ob- 


stacles to be overcome, Dr. Steinberg has followed , 


the tack of gaining the backing of representative 
citizens in each of the Australian states, closing 
each state campaign by issuing a manifesto, with 
impressive signatures appended, favoring the Lea- 
gue’s project. Thus far he has completed his cam- 
paign in Western Australia, Victoria, and New 
South Wales. He has, in addition, won the en- 
dorsement of the government of Western Austra- 
lia, the state most immediately concerned. And 
he has the formal approval of the Australian 
Council of Trade Unions, the governing body of 
the unions which undoubtedly can, without too 
much trouble, bring the political Labor Party 
around to its view. In addition he must contrive 
to get his manifesto issued in the states of South 
Australia, Queensland and Tasmania. When this 
is done, Dr. Steinberg can go to Canberra to deal 
with the Commonwealth Government with high 
hopes of gaining permission to put his scheme into 
operation. 


Why this circuitous approach to the matter? 
Why did Dr. Steinberg not go directly to Canberra 
and negotiate with the Commonwealth author- 
ities? Because he is seeking to circumvent certain 
objections to his scheme which will inevitably be 
raised by them. Writing in The Annals for May 
1939 (the number entitled “Refugees” ) I pointed 
out: 


It must immediately be frankly recognized that the pros- 
pects (in Australia) are not hopeful if it is mass emigra- 
tion one wants to encouray;:. The Australian situation 
today is clearly of such a character that only a small, care- 
fully selected group of refugees can hope to make 4 suc- 
cessful economic adjustment which, in Australian eyes, 
means integral absorption into the economic life of the 
nation. It is not desired to encourage either planned or 
unplanned “block” (or group) settlements of non-Eng- 
lish-speaking peoples within Australia. This policy is 
plainly designed to prevent the development of closed 
groups of closely associated people whose life will be dis- 
sociated from that of the rest of the nation. Also by 
policy it is desired to prevent the appearance in Australia 
of groups living on the subsistence level by conscious 

lan. It is rather desired that the newcomers reach Aus- 
tralian standards as rapidly as possible, for their own 
good and to avoid awkward competitive situations in the 
labor market. 


A Jewish settlement in the Kimberley district 
would seem, at first glance, to have many of the 


characteristics to which objection has been taken in 
the past. Its isolation from the main centers of 
Australian life will tend to prevent integral ab- 
sorption of the people involved, both economically 
and culturally. It will be viewed as an entering 
wedge for the possible multiplication of such 
“closed” groups on the continent. Moreover, the 
Commonwealth authorities will be extremely cau- 
tious about the financial aspects of the plan. Even 
if their scruples on other points are demonstrated 
to be unfounded, they will surely insist that, suc- 
ceed or fail, the League be prepared to meet all 
costs. Australia has, in the last quarter century, 
lost millions of pounds in settlement schemes. 


Dr. Steinberg has very cleverly sought to coun- 
ter the possible objections. He has made it plain 
that while the settlement will unquestionably be 
isolated and therefore of necessity largely sel f-con- 
tained, it will be administered and advised by Aus- 
tralians. English will be spoken by the settlers. 
All Australian laws will be observed. From the 
endorsement of the Australian Council of Trade 
Unions, one must conclude that Dr. Steinberg has 
agreed that awards of an industrial court as to 
wages, hours, and conditions of work will be ob- 


served, thus insuring Australian economic stand- 


ards. And the League is prepared to provide 
from abroad all the capital necessary, whatever 
the eventual upshot of the experiment. It would 


seem that in due course the scheme will actually be 


launched. 


| T HAS not yet been made clear just where in the 

Kimberley district it is proposed to establish the 
settlement. The figures of one to seven million 
acres of land have been mentioned and it is as- 
serted that the soil is fertile, the climate not too 
hot for Europeans, and the rainfall adequate. 
These are rash assertions about any part of the 
Kimberley. Before greeting the project with en- 
thusiasm, let us glance at the known facts about 
the district in general and about the most likely 
portion of it, the Ord River Valley, in particular. 
With these in hand, our optimism will be consider- 
ably tempered. 


The Kimberley is within the Australian tropics 
in the extreme northwestern part of the continent. 
Other than a narrow belt of coastal territory in 
northern Queensland on the eastern side of the 
continent, the Australian tropics do not match the 
popular conception of tropical country in any res- 
pect. Sweeping across the northern third of the 
continent from the Queensland coastal mountains 
to the Indian Ocean is a vast expanse of territory 
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which, while of varying prospective worth, is gen- 
erally, in its natural state, considered poor. This 
is a tropics of “wets” and “drys,” six months or- 
dinarily being the duration of each, and the veget- 
ation, never exactly lush, ranges from tangled 
scrub for which no use can be found, to grassed 
lands. In odd pockets irrigation might transform 
the prevailing picture, but the costs would be high 
and the economic disposition of the produce a 
problem for which no easy solution is at hand. 
Today progress is measured by a change from run- 
ning cattle to running sheep; and in running sheep 
the usual ratio is one sheep to every twenty-five 
acres of natural grass. In many districts not even 
this level of economic exploitation can be reached 
because of lack of permanent water. Various 
minerals are found in this region, but the problem 
of transportation hampers the development of 
mining. 

Nothing that is known about the Kimberley ex- 
cepts it from these generalizations. Not even the 
Ord River country, where I suspect it is proposed 
to make the settlement, can be considered anything 
better than a superior example of poor country, if 
a paradox is permissable. It is true, however, that 
the experts have long pointed to the Kimberley as 
containing some of the most likely country in 
Western Australia north of the tropic of capricorn 
and to the Ord River Valley as the most likely por- 
tion of the Kimberley, but their approach has al- 


| ways, been from the standpoint of the pastoral in- 


dustry, not agriculture. 


The port of the Ord River country is Wynd- 
ham, located at the southern end of the Cambridge 
Gulf. It is now, and in the future will be, the prin- 
cipal port of this part of Australia. In 1936 
Wyndham had a permanent population of 536 
(476 males and 60 females) who occupied 103 
dwellings, but it was nevertheless a major popula- 
tion center of tropical Australia. 


The Cambridge Gulf is at once one of the most 
impressive bodies of water on the Australian coast 
and one of the most depressing. - It is huge, but it 
is dull. I visited Wyndham in May, 1938, and I 
still retain a vivid memory of the seven hour trip 
from the entrance to the gulf to the single pier of 
the port. I was travelling on the steamer of the 
Western Australian government which serves the 
isolated ports strung along the coast from Darwin, 


‘in Northern Territory, to Fremantle, the port of 


Perth, the capital city of Western Australia. All 
the seven hours passed without the sight of a single 
human being on the shores, or of a single human 
dwelling place. The sparse vegetation did little to 
conceal the red earth of the hills. Not even exper- 
ience with the peculiarities of the Australian envir- 
onment could brush away the impression that this 
was “poor” country; and the sight of Wyndham, a 
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cluster of buildings at the foot of a high hill which 
dwarfed even the large meat works, did nothing to 
dissipate the impression. Nor did the interesting 
running comment of Mr. M. P. Durack, a pioneer 
cattle station owner of this part of the country, on 
the historical significance of various points along 
the way, arouse anything resembling enthusiasm 
for the district. I asked Mr. Durack if he felt, on 
approaching Wyndham, that he was getting home. 
He smiled sadly and said, “No.” Yet his family 
has had cattle stations in the Kimberley for six de- 
cades; and he has represented it in the legislature 
at Perth. Wyndham is a meat exporting center— 
principally low quality beef—and ships load for 
the trip directly to Europe. A little gold comes up 
from Hall’s Creek 200 miles to the south. 


Wyndham has the invidious honor of being one 
of the hottest places in the world. The average 
temperature for the year is 85. Only in the dry 
season (which is when the meat works operate) is 
it tolerable. In the wet season the humidity is 
something terrific. The place, like this whole 
region, is subject to violent, destructive cyclones, 
known as willy-willys. 


But if the gateway to the Ord River Valley is 
nothing to get excited about, the Valley itself is 
represented to have its attractions. Most of it is 
under lease to cattle men, but I presume Dr. Stein- 
berg has met that problem. It is a pleasant rolling 
“downs” country, well-grassed by local standards, 
and with a fair supply of permanent surface water 
which can be supplemented by artesian bores. It 
is also to be assumed that a larger surface supply 
can be assured by building dams. The average an- 
nual rainfall is about 25 inches, a little of which 
falls during the “dry,” but the rains are so far 
apart even in the “‘wet”’ that no crops can be grown 
without irrigation. The evaporation rate is high. 
The Ord, like most Australian rivers of this gen- 
eral area, runs overground only during the rainy 
season, but it is likely that, as in the case of others, 
it is possible to tap by pumps the seepage through 
the sands of the river bed. 


Heat, irregular rainfall, and cyclones are the 
outstanding disabilities of this country. Others 
are white ants and lack of local timber. The white 
ants of Australia are something to marvel at. In 
this portion of the continent they make the main- 
tenance of wooden buildings impossible except by 
perching them on concrete posts with a collar of 
galvanized iron to serve as an ant-stop. A further 
obstacle to the free erection of wooden buildings is 
the absence of any local timber which can be mill- 
ed. All timber for building must be imported from 
the south at heavy expense. These two obstacles 
can, of course, be overcome by avoiding the use of 
wooden buildings, except as temporary structures. 
As will be remarked, experiments in building will 
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be necessary in any case if a successful settlement is 
to be made. 

There is malaria on the Ord and, in common 
with the rest of the Kimberley, dengue fever is en- 
demic. These can probably be brought under con- 
trol by a health program. A “flying doctor” works 
out of Wyndhan, being subject to call to any part 
of a huge area by wireless. The town has a small 
base hospital. But it would not take a very large 
increase in the resident population to overtax these 
services. And of course any fundamental attack 
on health problems is outside their scope. 


Finally, there is isolation. A glance at a good 
population map of Australia makes it clear that 
the bulk of the Australian people live in the south- 
eastern portion of the continent. It is there that 
the largest cities are found, the presence of which 
indicates the location of the richest resources. The 
areas of economic exploitation for Australia have 
long since been definitely outlined. Increase of 
total population, which is keenly desired, is more 
apt to come through the intensification of the ex- 
ploitation of the present economic areas than by 
the pioneering of new areas. The so-called “empty 
spaces” of Australia are empty because they are 
poor. They are not empty because of policy. The 
Kimberley is far away from Sydney and Mel- 
bourne in the extreme opposite corner of the con- 
tinent. The district is also at the opposite end of 
the state of Western Australia from Perth, which 
is, naturally, located in intimate relationship to the 
good portion of the state, the southwestern corner. 
This southwestern corner is itself an island of good 
country, viewed in relation to the continent, isol- 
ated from the eastern states by worthless desert. 
No railways reach anywhere near the Ord River 
Valley from the settled portions of the continent 
and it is unlikely that any ever will. At very best, 
a 200-mile line will be built from Wyndham to a 
railhead somewhere across the border in Northern 
Territory. It will be narrow-gage and unballasted, 
a crude thing. The communications with the rest 
of Australia from the Kimberley must, therefore, 
continue to be by sea and air. The prospects of 
marked improvements in both these fields are, of 
course, dependent upon the rapidity with which the 
settlement develops. Air communications are fairly 
good today in the “dry” and probably could be 
about as good during the “‘wet”’ if permanent fly- 
ing fields and permanent roads to them were built. 
Sea communications are today in the hands of the 
Western Australian government which operates 
reasonably good boats that carry passengers, live 
cattle, and any freight that offers. The service is 
adequate to the present level cf demand. Until 
marked progress demands faster: service, it will 
take about ten days to get goods from and to Fre- 
mantle, 2,500 miles away, and twenty days from 
Sydney. Going around the coast in the opposite 
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direction to Sydney would not materially change 
the picture. By air, of course, the trips could be 
made more quickly, but the use of air transport for 
heavy goods would be out of the question because 
of cost. In short, nature made the Kimberley an 
Australian outpost; and man’s ingenuity can do 
little to overcome the handicap except in a relative 
sense. 


ONCEDING THAT Dr. Steinberg can over- 
come the socio-political objections of the Aus- 
tralian government, can he overcome the natural 
obstacles to the success of his project and provide 
for the improvement of the services now available 
in the region? Can he do these things while engag- 
ed in setting up a pioneer community? Plainly the 
League will have to start from scratch, taking 
nothing for granted, aiming to foresee every pos- 
sible contingency, planning as though the com- 
munity were going to be set down on a remote 
island (as in a sense it will be). While here and 
there in tropical Australia the League’s experts 
can pick up bits of useful information, in general 
it may be said that they will have to find the solu- 
tion of every problem by experimentation. This 
may make for a very hard life for the human 
beings involved. The pioneers will not want to 
imitate the characteristic housing of the region as 
it is today, for it is admittedly unsatisfactory; 
they will not want to accept current standards of 
sanitation, for they would bring destruction to a 
closely settled community; they will not want to 
accept the local cultural standards, for they are 
practically non-existent; they will not find many 
economic cues in the region for it is a cattle coun- 
try in which progress is being made by introducing 
sheep and, as I understand it, the League does 
not propose a pastoral community; and they can- 
not, even, get economic cues from comparable 
situations farther south or elsewhere in the region 
as in Northern Territory, when it comes to agri- 
culture. On the Gascoyne River near Carnarvon 
bananas, tomatoes, pawpaws and pineapples are 
raised under irrigation water pumped from the 
river sands, but a small development supplies the 
Perth market—the only one—in full measure. 
In Northern Territory agriculture today supports 
but 35 people. They raise peanuts. The League 
will have to pioneer every facet of its activities 
and much of the pioneering will have to be of the 
most costly variety known, trial and error. 


But if success is won, at no matter how great 
a human and material cost, the Australians will 
be delighted. That is certain. The Ord River 
Valley is, as I remarked, a favorable spot in the 
great sweep of poor country which dominates 
the northern portion of the Australian continent. 
If success can be achieved there, the same methods 


can be applied to other favorable spots, and so 
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the whole vast area brought under the closer 
control of man. Nothing is more agitating to the 
Australians than the fear that just this will be 
accomplished by some people other than them- 
selves who will, either as a preliminary to doing 
sO, Or as a consequence of having done so, wrest 
political control of the continent from them. If the 
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League can accomplish a miracle in the Kimberley 
and build a settlement which will be an integral 
part of Australia as far as economic standards 
go and as integral socially and politically as its 
natural isolation permits, then praise will be 
heaped on the heads of the Jewish leaders and 
honor in Australia will be theirs forever. 


by Ephraim Broido 





Me CHURCHILL recently said that the Brit- 
ish are fighting, primarily, to survive. If this 
is true of the British cause in this war, how much 
more so is it true of the Jewish people, whose 
deadly enemy both in peace and in war is Hitler- 
ism. The disappearance of Hitlerism from the 
face of the earth is thus admittedly the foremost 
Jewish ‘“‘war aim’. But this admission is open to 
misinterpretation by superficially-thinking Jews, as 
well as by non-Jews, who are unaware of the real 
nature of the problem. The defeat of Nazi- 
Fascism will only make a solution of the Jewish 
problem possible, but will not solve it. 


But the solution of the Jewish problem is, and 
can be, the only ultimate ‘‘peace-aim” of the Jews. 


Zionism put its finger on the root of the pro- 
blem many years ago. It attempted a re-education 
of the Jewish masses by instilling in them national 
pride and clear understanding of the causes and 
reasons for their suffering. And it has striven to 
create a basis in Palestine for the concentration of 
millions of Jews who stand in material and spirit- 
ual need of a home. 


Zionists know that Hitler’s war has only multi- 
plied the Jewish tragedy, but has not created it. 
Nothing can be further removed from reality 
than the belief that the complete salvation of the 
Jews lies in the mere fact of an Allied victory. 
The anomaly of the Jews as a homeless people 
and the only universal minority on earth, will sure- 
ly survive this war. The peace-makers will be 
confronted, amid the chaotic waste left by Hitler, 
with the vast Jewish misery of Eastern and Central 
Europe and its smaller ramifications in the West 
and South-East. The Jewish masses will be press- 
ing for outlets of emigration, for places where 
they could hope to find a livelihood and breathe 
freely again. They may, however, and this is 
most likely, find all gates barred as before and 
all governments preoccupied with the many urgent 
problems—unemployment not the least of them— 
created by the war. They may also discover, be- 
fore long, that while the problem of dispossessed 
or uprooted Poles and Czechs is dealt with not 


only in its legal, individual aspect, but also col- 
lectively and politically, as befits state-building 
communities, the Jewish problem would be tackled 
at best individually, sporadically, and with every 
prospect that their collective fate will again, in its 
turn, adversely affect their individual welfare. 
And is it still necessary to stress that the various 
“territories” proposed for Jewish settlement, even 
when they offer some refuge for thousands (for 
which the Jews are only too grateful), would 
merely reproduce all the evils of dispersion and 
still further extend the scope of Jewish misery? 


It is the historic duty of the Zionist movement 
to see to it that the half-hearted and _ therefore 
ineffective treatment of the Jewish problem does 
not repeat itself. Needless to recall how, in spite 
of minority treaties, the aggression toward the 
Jews continued in Europe after the last war. It 
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began in various corners of Eastern Europe, where 
we were subjected to massacres and persecutions 
immediately after peace was concluded and even 
before the ink on the treaties had dried, and found 
its culmination in Hitlerism. As a result, the de- 
fensive power of Jewry as a whole has been weak- 
ened even more than that of the individual Jew- 
ish communities. Owing to this fact, and in an 
atmosphere of retreat before Hitlerism, solemn 
obligations towards the Jews could be discounted, 
and the White Paper for Palestine and the Land 
Transfer Regulations were possible. 


How can this weakness of ours be counteract- 
ed? While the bulk of European Jewry is reduced 
to impotence we surely must organize our still 
comparatively safe communities and bring out 
their latent powers. We must also remember that 
after the last war, Jewish practical achievement 
in our homeland was in its infancy. The value of 
Jewish Palestine, that has sprung up since the 
last war, is now clear for all to see. Wars throw 
into relief the specific political weight of peoples. 
But how can we still further increase our weight 
and secure a hearing for our demands when peace 
comes? 


There is, it seems, a threefold task confronting 
us at the moment: the political Zionist reeducatior 
of the Jews, especially in Anglo-Saxon countries 
where Jewish communities have learned too little 
from the experience of other Jewries, and which 
have now a tremendous responsibility to bear; a 
Jewish Army, as the expression and instrument of 
a united will of the Jewish people to defend their 
National Home and to stand for their national 
rights; the imposition on the Peace Conference 
of the Zionist conception of the Jewish problem. 

Millions of Jews under the Nazi heel, as well 
as the majority of those behind impenetrable 
Soviet walls, await the day of redemption. They 
need no propaganda to feel and act as Jews. They 
want an end to their material or spiritual oppres- 
sion, but not at the cost of surrendering their na- 
tional character, even were it possible or feasible. 
And they want a home in Palestine for millions 
of their children and themselves. Their voices 
must penetrate any council or assembly called to 
decide the destinies of the world. This will be 
made possible if the Jewish people of America, 
Great Britain and other free countries rally to the 
defense of Jewish rights, centered round their 
national political nucleus in Palestine and sup- 
ported by a Jewish fighting force from the Land 
of Israel and the Diaspora. 


Nothing short of clear recognition and recon- 
stitution of Jewish nationhood will go to the root 
of the problem which every peace-settlement will 
have to consider. This will only become effective 
by: (a) making Palestine a Jewish State, that is, 
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by giving the Jews the means of creating there, 
under international law and supervision, room for 


millions of their brethren, without dispossessing 
the Arab inhabitants (the only alternative being a 
friendly agreement with the Arab neighbor states 
or a Middle East Federation towards a peaceful 
resettlement and redistribution of populations) 
and (b) by granting rights of national and cultural 
autonomy to Jews in all countries where there are 
dense and conscious Jewish populations (the 
violations of which rights should call into action 
such real safeguards without which ‘any inter. 
national order would be doomed from the outset). 


It seems at the moment, and for obvious rea- 
sons, more than premature to dwell on the shape 
of the Jewish State of our desires; and it would 
surely be idle to discuss the character of a mid- 
dle-East Federation, which may or may not ma- 
terialize but which depends on too many outside 
factors. We should certainly be ready to co- 
operate with any middle-East structure which 
would recognize our rights and satisfy our needs. 


A detailed Zionist plan for the post-war settle- 
ment of the Jewish problem is called for. It is 
not too early to begin its preparation. A con- 
ference of British Zionists was recently reminded 
of the saying of Parnell: “It is impossible to set 
limits to the march of a nation,’ and it was ad- 
ded: “But if it was to march, one had to get the 


‘nation on the march.” If the march of the Jew- 


isa people is not properly organized, the Zionist 
movement, as the conscious and responsible van- 
guard of this people, will have none to blame but 
itself. 
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by Abraham Regelson 





Jehudah Halevi 


The Jewish and literary world is now 
commemorating the eight: hundredth anni- 
versary of the death of Jehudah Halevi 





ime BEGINNINGS of Hebrew poetry in 
Arabic Spain date from the middle of the 
tenth century. At that time there flourished in 
Cordova a Jewish Prince, Rav Hisdai Ibn Shap- 
rut, who founded a Yeshivah that sustained the 
tradition of Jewish learning after the disintegra- 
tion of the centers of learning at Babylon. It was 
Rav Hisdai who made contact with the last Jewish 
king of the Kuzarim, a Mongolian people on the 
shores of the Caspian Sea, who had embraced 
Judaism and enjoyed the rule of an uninterrupted 
dynasty of eleven Jewish kings, till their country 
was overwhelmed by the Russians. 


Hisdai’s home offered board and shelter to Jew- 
ish scholars. Among these were two distinguished 
grammarians and Bible-students. Scholarly con- 
troversies between these two turned into mutual 
jealousies and accusations. Their pupils took up 
cudgels for their respective masters, and began to 
compose Hebrew rhymes in travesty of each 
other’s schools. The novelty of these rhymes was 
that they were set out in Arabic meters. This 
marriage of the Hebrew tongue with the Arabic 
verse-forms proved pleasing to the connoisseurs 
of the time. First used in lampoons, the Arabic 
meters soon were applied to other, more serious 
subject-matter. At last there arose real poets, 
the first outstanding one being Rabbi Samuel Han- 
agid. Rabbi Samuel was secretary to the Caliph 
of Cordova, and a captain of his master’s wars. 
Some of his verses were composed in the very 
thick of battle, like the one which he attached to 
a dove’s wing and sent off as tidings to his son. 
A short time later we have two poets of great 
stature, Solomon Ibn Gabirol and Moses Ibn Ezra. 
Ibn Gabirol was an orphan lad, buffeted by fate. 
A proud character, aloof from his fellow-men, he 
wrote an ecstatic, religious poetry. Moses Ibn 
Ezra wandered away from his home on account 
of an unhappy love-affair, and spent his life tramp- 
ing. As as poet, he is eloquent of color and sound. 
His metaphoric images are a riotous feast of the 
senses. 


Jehudah Halevi is in the direct line of these 
two. He inherited the religious fervor of Ibn 
Gabirol, and Moses Ibn Ezra’s attachment to 
sensuous beauty. These two qualities he blended 
within himself, adding to them a heartiness and 
winsomeness all his own. He was beloved of all 
who knew him in his lifetime, and has remained 
the nation’s favorite ever after. He is especially 


beloved because both in his poetry and his prose 
he voiced as an ardent personal passion and with 
unmatched music the deepest instincts of Israel 
as a historic entity. 


ae IS known about Halevi’s private life. 
It is guessed that he was a happy man, alto- 
gether unltke his immediate forerunners, the 
friendless Solomon and the wandering Moses. 
Jehudah’s father, Samuel, was a well to do citizen, 
and he sent his gifted son to the best schools, giv- 
ing him ample opportunity to imbibe all the cul- 
ture-values of the Jewish heritage and the Arabic 
environment. 


Jehudah was born in Christian Spain (Toledo, 
1080), but was educated in the more civilized 
Moslem Spain at Cordova. There he studied at 
the Yeshivah of Rabbi Isaac Alphasi. In order to 
avoid making the Torah the source of his liveli- 
hood, he, like many scholars of that time, learned 
medicine as a profession. After completing his 
formal education, he tried to take up residence in 
his native town, Toledo. But he was attracted 
by the lively intellectual atmosphere of Cordova, 
and it was there he settled and spent all his ma- 
ture years till he felt the call to go Zionward. 


He had long sung and written of Zion. But 
duties to the House of Study he founded, to the 
pupils he loved and taught, to his family and to 
the community which laid public tasks upon him, 
prevented his going. At last he cut himself loose 
from everything, and set out upon the danger- 
fraught adventure. But of that anon, when we 
discuss his Zion-songs, sea-songs, Egypt-songs. 


Rabbi Jehudah Halevi’s poems may be divided 
into three categories: secular lyrics, sacred hymns, 
and Zion-songs. Under the last head we may 
count all the poems that are related to his love for 
Zion, his journey thither on land and sea, and his 
sojourn in Egypt, where he penned superb nature- 
poems as an offshoot of his elation at the near 
reunion with the ancestral soil. Besides poetry, 
he wrote a popular volume of religious philosophy 
The Kuzari. The Kuzari was originally written 
in Arabic, and was translated into Hebrew by 
Rabbi Jehudah Ibn Tibbon. Before we touch 
upon the poems, let us glance at the Kuzari. 

The story of the Judaized people, the Kuzarim 
(Khazars) and of the exchange of missives be- 
tween their eleventh and last Jewish king, Joseph 
the son of Obadiah, and Rav Hisdai Ibn Shaprut, 
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floated about as a wondrous legend in the con- 
sciousness of the Jewish inhabitants of Arabic 
Spain. From father to son, it was retold and em- 
bellished. Copies of Hisdai’s letter, and of the 
Kuzar king’s reply, extant to this day, were care- 
fully preserved in the synagogues. When Jehudah 
Halevi wished to express his own views con- 
cerning matters of religion and the fate of the 
Jewish people, he found it expedient to do so in 
the form of a dramatic conversation (on the lines 
of Plato’s Dialogues) between Bulan, the first 
king of the Kuzarim to accept Judaism, and a 
Jewish sage, whose arguments had converted the 
pagan king. The Kuzari relates that King Bulan 
had a dream, wherein an angel told him that‘his 
intentions were pleasing to God but his deeds were 
not pleasing. When the same dream occurred 
several times, the King was troubled. He called 
a philosopher, a Christian and a Mohammedan, 
that they might declare to him what their several 
doctrines teach concerning man’s proper behavior. 
The Philosopher spoke abstract ideas about a 
First Cause and atoms and the like. The king 
found no comfort in his words, for the laws of the 
universe, as conceived by the Philosopher, had no 
interest in standards of human behavior and no 
care for the welfare of human beings. The Chris- 
tian and the Mohammedan each explained the 
principles of his faith after his own way. The 
king had not invited.any Jew, for he deemed the 
low estate of the Jews in the world sufficient evi- 
dence that God does not love them. But when he 
learned that both the Christian and the Moham- 
medan ultimately base their faith on facts of 
Jewish history and on principles of Jewish teach- 
ings, he sent for a Jewish scholar. Then follows 
a series of questions and answers, probing and 
clarifications, between the king and the scholar. 
By this means the tenets of Judaism, as compre- 
hended’ by Jehudah Halevi, are elucidated for 
the reader. 


HE USE of the Arabic meter in Hebrew 

poetry entailed both an evil and a good. The 
evil consisted in the constraint the integral Hebrew 
phrase suffered from the hard, narrow prison- 
chains of the Arabic forms. The good consisted 
in the necessity which moved the poets, in the 
presence of this constraint, to forge new phrase- 
types, to elaborate new grammatical usages, in- 
stead of resting content with Biblical and Mishnaic 
models. The entire current of Hebrew was thus 
refreshed and renewed. Still, one could feel some- 
thing alien and ill-at-ease in the Hebrew poetry 
written after Arabic verse-rules, until it came into 
the perfecting hands of Solomon Ibn Gabirol and 
Moses Ibn Ezra. 


In Rabbi Jehudah Halevi’s poetry this process 
of perfection came to its limit. In the sweetness 


~ 


as Jewish FRONTIER 


of his lines there is not a trace of not-at-homeness, 


of alien bondage. So good is his craft, his verses 
seem to flow from his heart without the interven- 
tion of craftsmanship. 


In his youth he sang of love, wine and friend- 
ship in the wonted exaggerated metaphor of the 
Orient. But in Rabbi Jehudah Halevi’s verse 
even the wildest metaphor is kept within bounds 
by artistic power and taste. In ‘‘Parted Lovers” 
he says: 


Wherefore, O fair one, dost withhold thy mes- 
sengers 


From the lover whose frame is filled with the pains 
of thee? 


Knowest thou not that thy lover awaiteth nothing 
from fate 
But to hear the voice of thy greeting? 


If parting be decreed for the two of us, 
Stand yet a little, while I gaze upon thy face. 


I know not if my heart be held back within my 
frame 
Or if it goeth forth upon thy wanderings.* 


His sweetheart, Ophrah (the Fawn), needs no 
fountains to wash her clothes, for she has his 
two tearful eyes. Nor need she spread them in 
the sun to dry, for she has her own beaming face. 


He indited odes to the pitcher of wine, which 
stilled his love-pangs. He sang of weddings, of 
a bridegroom who comes forth like the morning 
star from the East and sets up a canopy like a 
tent for the rising sun, his bride. 


But the days of youth and merriment cannot 
last forever. ‘White ones have become the heirs 
of black ones.” And the poet begins to direct his 
thoughts towards man’s duties to God and towards 
the fleeting place of the individual in the perma- 
nent life of the nation. His visits to the syna- 
gogue become more frequent. He begins to com- 
pose preachments concerning life’s baubles which 
endanger the well being of the soul, and prayers 
concerning the sinful heart which purifies itself 
with repentance. Also, he gives much thought to 
the destiny of his people. 

In those days poetry was not so secular as to 
be altogether divorced from the believing commu- 
nity, and the prayerhouse was not so petrified as to 
exclude the offerings of living poets. Rabbi 
Jehudah Halevi’s prayers and chants were woven 
into the prayerbook even during his lifetime. It 
is thus that many of them were preserved. 


His religious poetry is often suggestive of the 
later Hassidism, though it were hard to tell 


* This and all subsequent excerpts are translated by Nina Salaman as 
published by The Jewish Publication Society of America. 
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whether the Hassidim consciously borrowed any- 
thing from him. 


He hymns the Seventh Day. Gladly he goes 
forth to his work on the First day, for he then pre- 
pares all the precious necessities of the Sabbath. 
The light of the Sabbath outshines the light of the 


sun, the moon and the stars. 


To love of thee I drink my cup— 
Peace to thee, peace, O Seventh Day! 


He admonishes his wayward heart. ‘My 
heart,” says he, “why do you seek wealth and pos- 
sessions and chase after temporal pleasures, 
crooked and willful? See, if one maketh his gar- 
ment too long, it finally becomes a snare to trip 
him. The evil of temporal things is all too clear. 
Why dost thou seek great things? Seek them 
not!”’ 


Above all, he sings of the liberation of his 
people from the darkness of the Exile. Drama- 
tically, he addresses the Curtains of Solomon. 


The Poet 
Ye curtains of Solomon, how, amid the tents of 
Kedar, 


Are ye changed? Ye have no form, no beauty! 


The Curtains 

The multitudes which dwelt aforetime in our 
midst, 

Have left us a desolation, a broken ruin, 
unprotected— 

The holy vessels have gone into exile and 
become profane, 

And how can ye ask for beauty of a lily among 
thorns? 


The Poet 

Rejected of their neighbors, - sought of their 
Lord, 

He will call them each by name; not one shall 
be missing. 

Their beauty, as ‘in the beginning, He shall 
restore in the end, 

And shall illumine as the sevenfold light their 
lamp which is darkened. 


Boundless was Rabbi Jehudah Halevi’s attach- 
ment and fidelity to Zion. ‘The Glory mentioned 
by the prophets is an outpouring of Divine Light, 
which can occur only for God’s people and in His 
land.” So the scholar declares to the truth-seek- 
ing King in the Kuzari. The King marvels: 
“Your saying ‘for his people,’ I somehow under- 
stand; but your saying ‘in His land’ is incompre- 
hensible to me.’ 

The King, who had by now learned a smatter- 
ing of Jewish history, reminds the scholar that 
Abraham had prophetic visions in Ur of the 
Chaldees, Moses in Midian, Ezekiel and Daniel 
in Babylon, Jeremiah in Egypt. To this the 
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scholar replies: ‘‘Whoever had prophesied, pro- 
phesied either within the land or for the sake of 
the land.’”” And he substantiates his contention 
with proofs from geography and history. 


Jehudah Halevi puts within the mouth of the 
pagan, the Kuzar, a reproof which must have 
seared his own flesh. Says the King to the 
scholar: “How meagerly you observe the com- 
mandment of your Torah, seeing that you do not 
make that place the goal of your desire, and do 
not make it the house of your life and the house of 
your death. Yet you say: ‘Have pity on Zion, for 
she is the house of our life,’ and you believe, more- 
over, that God’s Presence will return to dwell 
there. I see that your prostrating yourself and 
kneeling in its direction is merely a species of false 
flattery, or else a dead custom with no feeling 
accompanying it.’’ Answers the scholar: 


‘You put me to shame, O King of the Kuzarim!” 
Rabbi Jehudah Halevi could no longer endure 


the shame of staying in exile. His very food 

turned bitter in his mouth. 

My heart is in the east, and I in the uttermost 
west— - 

How can I find savor in food? 
sweet to me? 

How shall I render my vows and my bonds, 
while yet 

Zion is beneath the fetter of Edom, and I in Arab 
chains? 

A light thing it would seem to me to leave all the 
good things of Spain— 

Seeing how precious in mine. eyes it is to behold 
the dust of the desolate sanctuary. 
He thus pours forth his longing for Jerusalem: 

Beautiful of elevation! Joy of the world! City 
of the Great King! 

For thee my soul is longing from the limits of the 
West. 

The tumult of my tenderness is stirred when I 
remember 

Thy glory of old that is departed — thine 
habitation which is desolate. 

O that I might fly on eagles’ wings, 

That I might water thy dust with my tears until 
they mingle together. 

I have sought thee, even though thy King be not 
in thee and though in place 

Of thy Gilead’s balm, are now the fiery serpent 
and the scorpion. 

Shall I not be tender to thy stones and kiss them, 

And the taste of thy soil be sweeter than honey 
unto me? 


How shall it be 


He began to make preparations for the journey 
to Zion. To a friend who sought to hold him 
back, he addressed a poem, the purport of which 
is: “You wish to frighten me with dangers? Is 
there any spot on earth, in the East or the West, 
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where we are safe? You try to lure me with the 
philosophical discussions we enjoy here in Spain, 
and which I shall surely miss in a barren land. 
Are we to seek God’s soil only on account of good 
brethren and amiable friends? How can we so 
neglect the source of our eternal life? Do not be 
misled by Greek philosophy, which, indeed, shows 
fine flowers but bears no fruit. Wherefore should 
I seek tortuous paths, when the mother-roads wait 
for me?” 


The poet-pioneer went out on _ his. travels, 
through rocky, robber-infested roads, through the 
seas in ships like eggshells, through dangers of 
man, beast and the elements. He strove toward 
a ruined, tormented land, governed by enemies, its 
sands and swamps supporting sparse savage 
tribes. He knew it all and accepted it all. It was 
hard for him to leave home and grandchildren, 
and joyous holidays, and the pleasant synagogue, 
and fine pupils—a whole class of them whom he 
called his “garden,” and whom he nurtured ten- 
derly. The longing burned in him like a fire of 
God and he could not but go on. In his poem 
“On the Sea” Halevi declares: 


My desire for the living God hath constrained me 

To seek the place of the throne of mine an- 
nointed— 

Even so that it hath not suffered me to kiss 

The children of my .house, my friends and my 
brethren; 

And that I weep not for the orchard which I 
planted 

And watered, and my green shoots that pros- 
pered; 

And that I remember not Jehudah and Azariel, 

My two beautiful choice flowers; 

And Isaac, whom I counted as my child, 

Fruit of the sun, best of the growth of my moons; 

And that I have all but forgotten the house of 
prayer . 

In whose place of learning was my rest, 

And that I forget the delights of my Sabbaths, 

The beauty of my festivals, the glory of my Pass- 
overs, 

And have given my glory unto others, 

And forsaken my praise unto graven images, 

I have exchanged mine abode for a shadow of 
shrubs, 

And for a hedge in the thicket my strong bars; 


* * x 
But have set my paths in the heart of the seas— 
To the end that I may find the footstool of my 


God, 
And there pour out my soul with my thoughts. 


RTISTICALLY VIEWED, Rabbi Jehudah 
Halevi’s journey was a_ triumphal-march. 
The genius of Hebrew poetry followed him on the 
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road, hovered over his ship. A flood of song 
welled from his heart, now rocking with the ship ~ 


upon the waves, now creaking with the ship’s 
boards, now groaning with the wind. When a 
storm came, he held on to a rope on the deck, 


gazed into. the pitch darkness, and sang of his’ 


trust in God’s light which will lead him without 
hindrance into the blessed land. On a silent night, 
he looked at the reflection of the stars in the 
water, and described them in starlike verse. Joy- 
ously he greeted the West Wind, which filled the 
sails and sped the ship in the direction of his 
heart’s desire. 


The most glorious of Rabbi Jehudah Halevi's 
Zion-songs, and undoubtedly among the highest 
attainments of Hebrew poetry in general, is the 
apostrophe to Zion. It opens with the lines: 


Zion, wilt thou not ask if peace’s wing 
Shadows the captives that ensue thy peace, 
Left lonely from thy ancient shepherding? 


Lo! West and East and North and South— 
world-wide— 

All those from far and near, without surcease, 

Salute thee: Peace and Peace from every side; 


And peace from him that from the captive’s fount 
Of tears, is giving his like Hermon’s dew, 
And longing but to shed them on thy mount. 


[ with the jackal’s wail have mourned thee long, 
But dreaming of thine own restored anew 
I am a harp to sound for thee thy song. 


It ends with trumpet peals of liberation: 


Happy is he that waiteth—he shall go 
lo thee, and thine arising radiance see 
When over him shall break thy morning glow; 


And see rest for the chosen; and sublime 
Rejoicing find amid the joy of thee 
Returned unto thine olden youthful time. 


ig aaa HALEVI arrived safely in Egypt. 
There Jewish communities received him with 
honor, begged him to abide with them and be 
guide and teacher to them. But he was led on by 
his inner drive towards the chosen soil. Celeb- 
rating his sojourn in Egypt, there remain two 
poems which tell of the beauties of nature. Lover- 
like, the poet’s senses had become rejuvenated and 
his eyes and heart made wide-awake to all earth’s 
splendors, now that he was nearing Zion. 


Some histories say that Rabbi Jehudah Halevi 
went from Egypt to Syria. There the thread of 
his journey is taken up by legend, which tells us 
that the poet indeed reached the sands of the Pal- 
estinian seashore. And as he knelt weeping and 
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kissing the sacred earth, an Arab horseman came 
by and stabbed him to death with a spear. 


Halevi’s song was kept alive in the tear-stained 
pages of prayerbooks for fast-days and holidays. 
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It inspired later generations of poets. It moves in 
the hearts of the wanderers of our own day, who 
like him travel murder-menaced roads and em- 
bark in rickety vessels to reach the shores of 
Palestine. 


The Philosophy of Jehudah Halevi 





os KUZARI, Yehuda Halevi’s philosophical 
masterpiece, is not a disinterested system of 
philosophy written in the detachment of leisure 
and at the instigation of the speculative urge. It 
is a book of defense, as the full Arabic title ex- 
pressly states, and as that title goes on to say, a 
defense of a despised religion; despised, we may 
add, not merely by the world, by the two great re- 
ligious powers who between them divide the 
“Yishub” or inhabited globe, but secretly also by 
the educated and powerful among its own adher- 
ents. So that with hardly a place to stand, pushed 
so to speak to the edge of things by enemies from 
without and by doubt within, Yehuda Halevi still 
opposes to that world a philosophy of history (as 
we should say today) or more strictly a theology 
of history, whereby a supreme place is vindicated 
for his people and for its religion in the economy 
of world events. Everything of “pure” philos- 
ophy which the book contains is entirely subser- 
vient to this main purpose and is invented ad hoc. 
That purpose is the eminently practical and life- 
giving one of asserting a primary place in history 
for his people chronically threatened with exter- 
nal annihilation and internal disruption. He 
wrote at a time when the Jews were being mur- 
dered by Crusaders in France and Germany, when 
they were being crushed between the opposing 
fronts of Christian and Mohammedan in his nat- 
ive Spain, and when the last spark of hope in the 
Holy Land seemed gone with the taking of Jeru- 
salem. The time and the scene could hardly have 
appeared blacker: Yehuda Halevi chose it as pre- 
cisely the moment for grandiose self-assertion. 


The anti-rationalist tone of the book which 
makes it unique among all the products of Jewish 
mediaeval thinking is not just a new fashion in 
philosophy but is to be understood from an entire- 
ly different motivation. It is directed against the 
enemy within the gates. All the Jewish magnates 
and intellectuals of the day had gone through the 
school of Arabic philosophy. The educated, en- 
lightened and superior people of that generation 
had insensibly substituted a set of metaphysical 
propositions for the ancestral religion. In any 


case its old vigor had slackened and relaxed; its 


by H. Slonimsky 


great texts and images allegorized and symbol- 
ized. Yehuda Halevi’s idea of defending the 
Jewish religion was not by showing its identity 
with rational truth, as all his predecessors and his 
successors after him tried to do. He did not have 
that ambition. He sees that the Jewish religion is 
not reducible to a sum of abstract propositions. 
Propositions in philosophy can always be debated 
both ways; and even at their best they never 
pierce deeper than the plane of argument. He 
tries to vindicate for it a securer place, a place be- 
yond all reason. As against the influences of 
Arabic philosophy he re-asserts the original his- 
torical character of the Jewish religion, consti- 
tuted by historic fate and historic election. The 
great scene at Sinai puts it in possession of the 
truth. And as the doctrine there imparted is the 
sole source of religious truth, so the people chosen 
to be its bearer is alone capable of realizing the 
religious life, and is therefore the core and heart 
of mankind. Sinai being the one authentic event 
in religious history, Christianity and Islam are in- 
evitably derivative and imitative. But with all 
that they are assigned a high place. Israel has in- 
deed a central position in history, but Yehuda Ha- 
levi robs the idea of chosenness of all hate and in- 
tolerance, and in the broad humanism of his Mes- 
sianic conception he leaves far behind him the lim- 
itations of Mediaeval feeling. The two world- 
religions perform a function in their place and 
time, and in the end will be converted to the truth. 
The seed in the ground, Israel among the nations, 
though apparently disrupted and dying, trans- 
mutes the surrounding earth and loam by a magic 
alchemy into its own higher life. And towards 
his own people there is a polarity of attitude man- 
ifest throughout—the polarity furnished by its 
high promise and its miserable present. His book 
is an elaborate theory of an innate superhuman 
distinctiveness inhering in the Jewish people and 
amounting to a special soul-form; but the actual 
fact which confronts him, and which his poet’s eye 
made him perceive all the more unflinchingly, was 
a condition of shabby dilapidation, an outer and 
inner disarray. What helps him to overcome the 
discrepancy is unbounded love and faith. Yehuda 
Halevi’s steadfast belief in the meaning of Jewish 
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history enables him to overarch all present by 
spanning Sinai with Messiah. 


Two great themes dominate the book, the one 
culminating in the other; the first deals with the 
difference between an historical religion and a reli- 
gion of reason, and the second gives a theory of 
the Jewish people. As for the first, he is not op- 
posed to philosophy as such; he merely contests its 
claim to supplant religion, to be a religion in its 
own right. And he makes his point by an amaz- 
ingly modern and valid analysis of the God-idea 
offered by each. But the climax towards which 
everything converges is the notion of Election, 
and of the unique and supernatural character of 
the Jewish people and its history. There is of 
course a touch of irony, deliberate or implicit, in 
every elaborately maintained extreme, in every 
soberly defended audacity of thought. But Yehu- 
da Halevi is dealing with extremes; he is dealing 
with a people living in a chronically desperate 
situation, a people every element of whose life 
and history is so extreme that living for it be- 
comes plausible and tolerable only on the basis of 
transcendental assumptions. In any case this is 
Yehuda Halevi’s story and he sticks to it. 


yagi HALEVI’S apology for Judaism 
arises out of a polemic with the prevailing 
power of the day; that power was philosophy— 
the educated beliefs of his contemporaries. He 
insists that metaphysics does not yield truth in the 
higher reaches. There may be a preliminary area 
in which the light of reason gives us sure guidance 
both in questions of God and in the field of ethics, 
but for ultimates the real source of religious truth 
is Revelation. 


Philosophy indeed appears as a Promethean 
undertaking. It is an attempt to reach to God 
through man’s unaided efforts, through his will to 
know. Man’s intellect, by appropriating the 
great truths of metaphysics, fuses (so we are 
told) with the “Active Intellect’? which presides 
over this earth from its seat in the lunar sphere, 
and through the Active Intellect with God. The 
human mind becomes as eternal as the truths 
which it assimilates, as the objects which it com- 
prehends, chief among them being God. And 
there is a point where knowledge and understand- 
ing become contemplation and emotion, and phil- 
osophy takes on the character of religion for the 
higher man, and the philosopher at the peak of 
vision is the true prophet, the seer of God. 

Yehuda Halevi denies this power of the intel- 
lect to establish communion with God. For one 
thing the actual historic fact refutes the claim 
made for philosophers: they do not figure in any 
special way among great religious leaders or pro- 
phets. On the contrary, and unreasonable as it 
may appear, prophets and men of religious power 
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seem to be chosen from ranks outside the class of 
philosophers. 


Moreover communion with God seems to be a 
gift of God, not a product of the efforts of men. 
And here precisely is the difference between real 
and apparent religion. Attainment of God, living 
contact with him, cannot be achieved by man’s 
reason out of its own resources. The point of 
departure is always with God; the genuine relli- 
gious experience or event is always due to the 
spontaneity, the free grace, the self-revelation of 
God. It is he who reaches out and seeks man. 
Revelation alone then establishes the true, the 
real religion. This real or historical religion is 
basically different from the intellectual religion of 
the philosophers and God is a radically different 
being in both. The God of philosophy remains 
the far-off unmoved goal toward which man as- 
pires and towards which he raises himself by his 
own cognitive efforts. The God of religion does 
not remain at rest in self-sufficiency but reaches 
out actively and with solicitude to call and raise 
man to himself. 


The opposition between the two may be ex- 
pressed in a somewhat different way. For philos- 
ophy God is an object of knowledge, standing in 
exactly the same relation to the theoretic faculty 
as any other object we set out to know. God is 
indeed a supreme object in the sense of being the 
first cause, but that is merely a logical pre-emin- 
ence, not a supremacy of concern or value. And 
this is reflected in the contemplative character of 
the Aristotelian religiosity, in the note of theoretic 
peace and imperturbability which pervades it. 
But while philosophy is primarily the knowing of 
God, religion is living with God. The religious 
man is impelled to God not by a desire to know 
but by a yearning to be with him, by love; bliss 
and misery coincide, in the Psalmist’s phrase, with 
being near to God or cast from him. The whole 
relation is a dynamic of longing, entirely different 
from the serenity of the theoretic attitude. The 
God of Abraham and the God of Aristotle. are 
two different gods. 


This superiority of the religious. experience 
over the theoretic understanding finds psycholog- 
ical expression in the assumption by Yehuda Ha- 
levi of a separate religious faculty, higher than 
the understanding, whereby union with God is 
achieved. The Hebrew term employed is the 
strange ha-inyan ha-elohi; it is used indifferently 
to indicate the double direction which obtains 
here, objectively the revelation coming from God, 
subjectively the power to apperceive it. It thus 
replaces intellect or rational soul which in the phil- 
osopher had till now served to establish the rela- 
tion with the unseen world. And one might sup- 
pose that in all this Yehuda Halevi is being motiv- 
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ated by a disinterested desire to distinguish the 
religious,.experience .for its own ‘8aké, as some- 
thing supériot to the study. and meditation’ of the 
philosopher.”’ But his real intention is to. provide 
a rationale for Israel's Supernatural place and 
—s eC 

For the religious faculty has been granted only 
to Israel. Israel has it by direct inheritance from 
the first man. Adam coming from the hand of 
God himself had it in full measure, and it was be- 
queathed in each generation to one or a few who 
were the “heart” or “treasure” of mankind in 
that generation—by a divine insistence on a hier- 
archy of being, which subordinates plant to ani- 
mal and animal to man and among men the 
‘‘husk”’ to the “treasure”. When it finally passed 
on to Jacob it became the peculiar heritage and 
the common possession (though in endless de- 
grees of variation) of the whole household of 
Israel, which by virtue of that is the “heart” or 
“treasure” of mankind. In all other respects, in 
understanding and moral qualities, there is no dis- 
tinction between Israel and the nations, but this 
faculty constitutes the specific difference between 
them. In itself a mere disposition or potentiality, 
the religious faculty is brought to full fruition 
through the efficacy of the ritual and ceremonial 
law. The ceremonial law is thus not the opaque 
and irrational appendage which it seemed to the 
Jewish rationalists, but rather the agency pre- 
scribed by God to serve the superrational purpose 
of achieving living contact with him. And along 
with the superrational efficacy of the ritual a sim- 
ilar religious pre-eminence inheres in the Holy 
Land, and a similar virtue resides in the Hebrew 
language. This is to be understood in a precise 
manner. As certain precious vines can grow only 
in a definite place and only through specific culti- 
vation, so religion, the highest life of man, the 
constant communion with God, can come to full 
fruit and flower only through the union of all the 
requisite elements—the chosen people residing in 
the holy land, speaking the first and noblest ton- 
gue of men and performing the prescribed ordin- 
ances of ritual. The magic of exact co-ordination 
of elements is as necessary on the highest plane of 
creation as on the lower plane of nature in the 
production of orchid or peacock. 


| ecoiinen age mantin could seem to go no fur- 
ther with this concentration of religion on one 
people and the exclusion of the rest of the world. 
But the bare fact that the theme of the book is the 
conversion of a heathen king to the Jewish faith 
should be enough to indicate the true intention of 
the author. Mankind is not to be excluded from 
the life with God; nothing could be further from 
the spirit and intention of the book. But it is pri- 
marily a theory of first and last things and of the 
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place of Judaism in this scheme; and it was writ- 
ten’ td remind the. Jewish people of that supreme 
fact. im the mement gf deepest.danger. and de- 
cline. Jews and Judaism may’be the least of these 
now; they were and shai} be first—but always in a 
world-embracing scheme involving all men. 
Meanwhile those among the nations who observe 
the moral law given by God to all men shall have 
their reward from God, and if they join the Jew- 
ish faith they shall be accounted equals in all re- 
spects except the one highest of eligibility for 
prophecy. And even that invidious distinction 
shall have gone in the coming of the Messiah, 
when all peoples will have attained ha-inyan ha- 
elohi, and the seed in the ground will have assim- 
ilated all the earth to its own higher substance. 
Yehuda Halevi makes express use in this highest 
connection of the most tragic and beautiful of all 
symbols—the death and resurrection of the seed 
in the dark earth. 

But that is the end, the final light. For the pre- 
sent the immediate concern is with the long hard 
road, and for that the Jews must have their cour- 
age renewed. Yehuda Halevi is impressed and 
overwhelmed with the one idea that the Jews are 
in a pre-eminent and unique sense the God-bearing 
people of history. He devotes his life to recall- 
ing them to that one thought. His poetry, his 
philosophy, his journey to the Holy Land, his 
whole personality in whom the very soul of the 
race seems embodied, all serve to inculcate and 
impress the one idea. 


The thought of Chosenness is the thought of | 


genius. Those who are modest and make no pre- 
tensions to being different from others do by that 
fact drop back into the nameless herd. Those 


with a special calling feel that they are chosen. | 


Through the free spending of self they must un- 
ceasingly make good their calling. All history- 
creating peoples have claimed a divine election of 
some kind; all supreme creative peoples have felt 
themselves as special God-bearers. So notably, 
amongst others, Dostoyevsky claimed it for the 
Russians. And so classically and in the very shap- 
ing of history the Jewish people.’ For that sup- 
reme reason Yehuda Halevi claims for it that it 
has been raised above chance and fate and natural 
law. All other nations, engaged as they are in the 
struggle for pomp and power, are by that token 
subject to the law of cause and effect, to the 
rhythm of grandeur and decline and fall; the Jew- 
ish people alone, with its face turned toward the 
Godhead, with the secret of the Shekinah en- 
trusted to its safe keeping for all men, is the ob- 
ject of a special Providence and exempt from the 
causal law. Suffering there will be in abundance; 
suffering there is bound to be in a world in which 
it is the mark and price of distinction. This they 
must gladly take upon themselves, and better 
gladly than unwillingly. For in the establishment 
of the Kingdom of God which is their special con- 
cern, the image of the suffering servant has been 
given them as pattern in the greatest chapter ever 
written by man, the fifty-third of Isaiah. 


The Glamor of Ignorance 


by M. Z. R. Frank 





— THE past generation America has 
matured both culturally and politically at a 
very rapid pace. It cannot be denied that indivi- 
dually Jews have had an ample share in that pro- 
gress. But in Jewish communal life and in Jewish 
cultural life—the latter as it manifests itself in the 
English language—we are still governed by hol- 
low superficialities and glittering appearances. 
We are profoundly distrustful of anything that is 
genuine, serious or intellectual. And we have not 
yet reached the stature where we can face vigor- 
ous intelligent criticism. 

Our communal and‘cultural life is predicated on 
three factors: the tendency to keep Jewish loyal- 
ties and Jewish forms down to a bare minimum; 
the urge for adaptation to our environment; the 
domination by men of means. I am speaking of 
American Jews of the second and third genera- 
tions—the English-speaking Jews. The immi- 
grant Jews are no less crude and certainly lack the 


external polish of their children. But their com- 
munal life is more democratic and has infinitely 
more Jewish vitality. 


Il. 


Some twelve years ago I visited one of the 
larger American cities where the ‘‘modern’’ sys- 
tem of Jewish education was ensconced. I ob- 
served as much of this system as I could at first 
hand. From far away I had been overawed and 
greatly impressed in its favor: the letters and the 
literature were so neat and impressive, for one 
thing. And when I entered the office of the Exec- 
utive Director, I found everything even more at- 
tractive than I had anticipated. Everything, the 
rugs on the floor, the glass-topped desks, the bat- 
tery of typewriters and office machinery, the sten- 
ographers, the imposing filing-cabinets. But 
when I looked inside the gleaming filing-cabinets 
and read the files I saw that they were meaning- 
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when another young lady approached me and in 





less. . The reports from the various constituent 
schools operating under the plan showed no evi- 
dence of planning, of co-ordination, of unified cur- 
riculum. 


I was invited to observe two new “experi- 
ments” in teaching Hebrew. Each was financed 
by a rich man of the city—one to the tune of a 
thousand dollars—and they were conducted over 
and above the large general budget which oper- 
ated the whole scheme. 


The first experiment was based upon approach- 
ing the reading of the prayer book by calling each 
word “a pebble” and each verse ‘‘a brook” which 
must be crossed by hopping from one of the afore- 
mentioned pebbles to the next. 


“Well, David, another pebble,” said the 
teacher. 


And David would deliver himself of ‘“Ve- 
ohavto.” 

‘Now the next pebble.”’ 

“Es adonoi.” 

So on until the final pebble was reached. 
Finally young David reached “Me-odecho” and 
the teacher remarked triumphantly, “Now we 
have crossed the brook.” 


Then Joseph crossed his brook, starting with a 
vigorous hop on “Vehoyu.” 


The exact classification of this method escapes 
me at the moment, but I suppose they called it the 
“Motivation method” or some such name. It of- 
fers more reader interest than the other method, 
although that was no more coherent. It was, as 
was explained to me, neither the translational nor 
the conversational (Ivrith-b’Ivrith) method of 
teaching Hebrew but a synthesis. The synthesis 
consisted in reading a sentence in Hebrew, asking 
a question in English, and receiving an answer 
that was half in Hebrew and half in English. A 
teacher with a certain amount of resource and in- 
telligence could very profitably develop the 
method for use in his own class. But to call it an 
‘‘experiment”’ in Hebrew education and take sev- 
eral hundred dollars to carry it*through is, to use 
an overly mild term, illogical. 


That, of course, was twelve years ago. But 
what about today? The real tragedy of Jewish 
education in America is that it is still bogging 
around in the same conditions. The other day I 
dropped into the Jewish Educational Office in 
New York City (created by the Friedsam Foun- 
dation) to call on one of the executives. The 
young lady in the office told me that the gentleman 
in question would be late, and wouldn’t I please 
step into the library? It sounded very important, 
so I complied. No sooner was I in the library 
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the same tone asked wouldn’t I please sign the 
register? Thus I became one of those who made 
use of the facilities of the library, for my name 
was there in the register, and along with many 
others I gave the library a raison d’etre. 


Incidentally, the library lacks two things. One 
is the need for it, and the other is books. It is 
supposed to be an educational library, but so far 
as I could find out, none of the Jewish educators 
in New York ever asked for such a library. For 
those who don’t know enough to use the facilities 
of existing public and institutional libraries in 
their pedagogical work, and therefore have to be 
educated to using a Jewish educational library, it 
is far too inadequate to be of real use. The haste 
in ‘which I was shown into the library and asked to 
sign my name is quite in keeping with the haste 
with which the library was opened. 

By now, everyone has heard of the educational 
work done by the Friedsam Foundation. There 
has been plenty of publicity about the rich, assim- 
ilated Jewish army officer who left one million 
dollars toward the furtherance of Jewish educa- 
tion in this country, along modern lines. But no 
trained eye has as yet been able to discern in all 
the publicity releases anything that even looks like 
the bare beginning of any worthwhile project. 


What have they done up to now? They pub- 
lish, rather sporadically, a slim magazine for chil- 
dren intended to resemble as far as possible the 
picture news magazines. That is the most sub- 
stantial achievement, and we might almost say the 
soul of the foundation is here reflected. Every- 
thing else, Education Month, the “experiments,” 
plans and projects, is pure ballyhoo. To be sure, 
one cannot tell what the next ten years may bring: 
something—anything—may hatch. But for the 
present it would appear that the dead millionaire 
laid a million-dollar egg. 

The new Jewish Education Committee has an 
eminently qualified staff, but not even a staff qual- 
ified, however so eminently, can do anything when 
it starts without a clear plan and with a half- 
hearted attitude towards its own work. The 
Committee has started out with a fundamental 
contradiction which no one could reasonably be 
expected to solve. Not even the most qualified— 
and astute—Director. It is the contradiction be- 
tween the desire, or the pretense to the desire, to 
spread Jewish education and the stronger desire 
to suppress Jewishness—the latter characterized 
by the numerous complexes and inhibitions which 
express assimilationism. 

The Committee is in the same position as a 
man I once met. He was a financial adventurer, 
always dreaming up some get-rich-quick scheme, 
and always losing his shirt and forced to return to 
honest toil. He often spoke of “ending it all,” 


but never quite got around to it. Then one day he 
went hunting and accidentally shot off part of his 
hand. In this way he resolved the conflict be- 
tween the will to live and the will to “end it all,” 
and collected a handsome sum as disability insur- 
ance. 


About a year ago two of the more prominent 
Jewish educators in this country published a plan 
for the American Jewish School of Tomorrow. 
This was envisaged as a sumptuous building 
where Jewish children could meet Christian chil- 
dren and together they would save America for 
democracy. The teaching of Jewish subjects 
would be supplanted by ‘Jewish activities” which 
were to be optional with the students. Every 
pupil would choose from among the following 
‘Jewish activities”: charity, synagogue, Hebrew, 
Jewish history, Zionism. Why the kosher delica- 
tessen, a very integral part of American Jewish 
life, was left out I cannot say, but it was. Prob- 
ably an inadvertent omission due to the authors’ 
early old-fashioned and “scholastic” training. If 
the plan has not yet been adopted, it is not because 
you and I think it is crazy, but because it was pub- 
lished in 1939, and not in 1929. Today there is 
another boom in the offing, and you can never tell. 
And yet, there is no question of the ability of the 
two men who formulated this plan. They just 
misread their Dewey. 


III. 


In the past, Jewish educators, insofar as they 
were at all advanced, recognized the crude char- 
acter of Jewish culture in America and sought to 
overcome it, or at least to subordinate it. They 
tried to enrich Jewish cultural life as they saw it. 
Their efforts were magnificent but not spectacu- 
larly successful. Today they are being succeeded 
by a group of younger men who have little that is 
positive to offer except a reasonable criticism of 
the old methods. ,They are devoid of construc- 
tive ideas, and they are ready to accept compla- 
cently the meager demands of the average parents 
as the normal thing. These demands they dress 
up with a show of efficiency, with pomp and lavish 
ostentation, and with the proper vocabulary and 
the stars and stripes, thus making the whole idea 
palatable to the large donors and budget-bosses. 
The result is a threatening array of graphs, sur- 
veys, departments, offices, gadgets, pins, statistics, 
pigeon-holes—much ado about not-teaching and 
not-learning. Graphs and surveys have their 
place in any scheme that leads anywhere, but our 
over-exhuberant educators—like our social work- 
ers—seem to be making a fetish of it. About the 
only achievement these younger educators can 
honestly boast is the improvement of the Sunday 
school system, and perhaps new methods in such 
subjects as the teaching of Jewish history. 
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If there is any field where bluff cannot be hid- 
den it is education. No matter how half-cocked 
your ideas, you stand half a chance of some ac- 
complishment as long as you are sincere. That is 
why the exuberant and ridiculous attempts at edu- 
cational reform in the general educational field 
have had some success. But when you have 
nothing to offer but the vocabulary and the pre- 
tense, you are bound to fail, even though you may 
succeed in securing the appropriation. 


A professor of pedagogy under whom I studied 
was once asked how he would motivate a certain 
lesson. His answer should be plastered in every 
“modern” Jewish educational institution in the 
country: “The only way I can handle a lesson is to 
teach it!” 


It is all very much like the case of the Russian 
peasant whose wagon got stuck in the mud. He 
jumped out to try and get the wagon free, while 
the two scholars who were his passengers re- 
mained in the wagon, one trying to calculate the 
distance between the wagon and a star, and the 
other explaining its motion according to the laws 
of physics. (These are the forerunners of the 
modern “graphs” and “‘surveys.”) ‘What do I 
want with your physics and things,” cried the pea- 
sant. ‘Get out and push!” And there is your 
moral: “Get out and push!” 


The new educational methods are gradually 
supplanting the old “‘Ivrith-b’Ivrith” schools and 
the orthodox schools. The trend of Yiddish 
schools, never strong enough to become a mass- 
movement, has not been affected. However, the 
relative merits of the various theories of Jewish 
education are outside the scope of this discussion. 
What we are immediately concerned with is the 
relation of the new trends in Jewish education to 
Jewish communal life. 


IV. 


In our communal life the democratic structure 
of the immigrant landsmanschaft is ‘giving way to 
the corporation-like “councils” and “welfare 
funds.” The difference is all the difference be- 
tween a New England town and a company town 
in a new territory. The educational ideas of the 
past generation—old-fashioned orthodox, Heb- 
raist, Yiddishist—grew among groups. The new- 
fangled “ideas,” consisting mostly of misapplied 
vocabularly, were ‘‘scld” by dapper salesmen to 
leading Babbitts of Jewry. 


Perhaps the old Talmud Torah, and the old 
Shule for that matter, is as doomed as the lands- 
manschaft. I am not certain of it. But one thing 
seems clear: the present trend in our communal 
life is not towards more democracy, but away 
from it. Of course this implies more efficiency 
and better appearance. But undemocratic organ- 
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izations possess less vitality, are less genuine and 
their leaders are inclined to be beset by whims and 
fears which often blind them to any reality outside 
of their immediate specialty. 


The present trend in our organized communal 
life, I repeat is away from democracy. In this we 
are behind America in general. We are governed 
by hollow superficialities, by glittering appear- 
ances, we are profoundly distrustful of anything 
that is genuine, serious or intellectual. Post-immi- 
grant communal life is predicated on a minimum 
of Jewishness, on assimilation and on the domina- 
tion by men of means. And we have not suffic- 
iently grown up to make an intelligent appraisal 
of ourselves and to face vigorous criticism. Look 
at our Anglo-Jewish press and literature! How 
long ago was it that a brilliant Anglo-Jewish 
writer who dared speak up was all but tarred and 
feathered? 


Beneath the veneer of exterior polish there is a 
fundamental crudity about our present communal 
life. Our concepts of Jewish culture and com- 
munal life are practically primitive. In the rab- 
binate, in the press, in communal organization 
and in education, this crudeness is clearly in evi- 
dence. The grotesqueness and the ridiculousness 
of this is perhaps more pronounced in education 
than in anything else. But it began with the rab- 
binate. 


We pay lip-service to democracy, Jewish cul- 
ture, intelligent planning and intelligent criticism 
—not to say that we prate about them. But we 
practice them much less than our surrounding en- 
vironment, and probably considerably less than 
the aggregate of individual Jews in America is 
capable of observing these principles. 


Education is the least spectacular of manifesta- 
tions of communal life. It is also the least likely 
to lend itself to spectacular methods. But it is the 
touchstone. By the state of its education can the 
state of the community be judged. 

It does not look so good just now. 
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Manya Schochat 
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by Marie Syrkin 





6s A S SOON as I get the money,” Manya said, 
AX must go home. It’s time. Only it takes 
over two months through India—”’ 


Manya made a grimace of displeasure and 
shook her grey, clipped head. It would have been 
silly to ask if she were afraid of bombs, of torpe- 
does, of the perilous journey-—so I waited. 


’ 


“It’s the’ sea-sickness,” she went on. “I always 
4 ’ af 4 ” 
get sea-sick. That’s the only thing I mind. 


One doesn’t often have a chance to drink tea 
with a heroine—Manya Schochat’s revolutionary 
activity in Czarist Russia, her years in Palestine 
are already legendary—or to chat casually with 
a member of that strange, fearless race, who are 
as much apart from the rest of us as the unicorn 
or the phoenix. It was rather comforting to think 
that Manya could be sea-sick. 


“Do you mind fasting?” I asked, because re- 
cently I had fasted for a day and had felt quite 
virtuous. 


Manya’s dark eyes, bright and undimmed by 
her sixty years, gleamed behind her spectacles. 


“Who minds fasting? But the most I ever 
managed was twelve days.” 

“Twelve days!” I gasped. “When did you 
fast twelve days?” 


“Oh, that was in prison in Russia. We had 
such a style then—hunger strikes,” Manya smiled. 
“T don’t remember now what we were striking 
about that time, but it was twelve days. However, 
we drank water. Without water it’s hard. The 
most I ever managed without water was five days. 
With water, twelve days are easy. You feel light 
and your mind is so clear. As long as you keep 
walking up and down in your cell, you feel fine.” 

I knew how much opportunity for developing 
the technique of the hunger strike Manya had 
managed to acquire in Russia. Those were the 
days when she had joined the terrorist conspiracy 
against the Czar’s minister Von Plehve, when as 
a slight, young girl she had led Jewish self-de- 
fense groups during pogroms. I remembered how 
she had smuggled arms, how she had been hound- 
ed from lodging to lodging by the Czar’s police 
in St. Petersburg. And then, after 1904, the great 
pioneer years in Palestine—Sejera, Kfar Gileadi. 
The same revolutionary valor and passion har- 
nessed to her people’s cause. What daring she 
had shown in thought as in action—the first to 
fight for the idea of the agricultural collective 
as well as among the first to guard the young com- 
munes. 
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And now she sat in my chair in New York, a 
little, unpretentious woman with a brief-case in- 
stead of a banner, with spectacles instead of an 
aureole, and discussed revolutionary fasts as other 
women might discuss the merits of the Hollywood 
diet. 

‘When was your last long fast?” I asked. 


“Ten years ago in Palestine, but that was not 
political. It was a scientific experiment on meta- 
bolism. ‘They needed volunteers so a young chap 
and I offered ourselves. We drank five glasses of 
tea with lemon a day but we ate nothing.” 


“No sugar?” 


“No, no sugar; it was easy after the first two 
days but the young fellow got tired of it after 
twelve days. Besides it was interfering with my 
work. I had to come to Haifa every day to have 
my blood-pressure taken, be examined and all 
that kind of thing. There was too much to do at 
Kfar Gileadi.” 

I made a mental calculation. Ten years ago 
Manya was about fifty, and she was still demon- 
strating how strong the spirit could be, when it 


_ It is strong. 


We started to talk about the Arabs. Manya 
has her own views as to how the Arab problem is 
to be solved—win the Arab masses rather than 
negotiate with the Arab leaders. Manya’s 
theories have been labelled as Utopian but she 
battles as ever. 

“I know the Arabs. I’ve lived with them for 
thirty-six years. Take Aziz for instance.” 

“Who was Aziz?” 


“Aziz was my friend.” Manya stopped for a 
moment remembering Aziz. ‘You know how I 
met Aziz? The automobile I was riding in on 
the way to Haifa overturned, and we were pinned 
down on the road. Then Aziz came along with 
another Arab and began to rescue us. He was 
only eighteen years old then, and it was a com- 
plicated job, extricating us from under that car but 
he did it with great skill. I kept marvelling at the 
technical ability of this Arab.” 

“For God’s sake, Manya,” I interrupted. 
“You were lying pinned under a car and you were 
meditating on the technical talents of Arabs.” 

Manya looked annoyed. ‘I wasn’t dead, was 
I? And besides such technical abilities are unusual 
in Arabs. They haven’t had the training. But 
Aziz was different. We became friends.” 


She told me about Aziz. He had run away 


from Palestine as a child. He had lived by his 
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wits in Syria, being bootblack, newspaper vender 
—the real life of a street gamin—but he had be- 
come literate. He wanted to learn. Then he re- 
turned to Palestine, picking up odd jobs. After 
their accidental meeting, Manya had helped him. 
She got him apprenticed to a Jewish locksmith and 
Aziz became a skilled craftsman. 


The locksmith was an anarchist but, under 
Manya’s guidance, Aziz was not led astray. 
Though he served his master faithfully, he swal- 


lowed no false sociological doctrine. 


“TI made him a socialist.” Manya said proudly. 


And then Aziz fell in love with Leahle, a Jew- 
ish girl. But he wouldn’t give up Islam. He 
prayed each Friday in the Mosque despite his en- 
lightenment. When Leahle’s parents got wind of 
the romance, they packed her off to Tel Aviv. 
But Leahle couldn’t forget and threw herself into 
the sea one cold night. After she was pulled out, 
she contracted pneumonia and died. Aziz was 
never the same after that. 


“He used to be such a gay boy but then he be- 
came gloomy,” Manya related. 


When the terror broke out, Aziz would go out 
among the Arabs and argue against the Mufti. 
In due course, the terrorists attacked him. The 
first time he was badly wounded. When Manya 
visited him in the hospital, he asked her to make 
sure that Leahle’s photograph be put in his grave 
when he died. He knew that the Mufti bands 


would get him sometime. 


“What good will her picture do you?” Manya 
had asked rationally, and Aziz had explained that 
it was easier to recognize the beloved dead if one 
had a photograph along. 


“Imagine,” Manya turned to me in genuine 
bewilderment, ‘I made him a socialist and this is 
the nonsense he believed. That’s an Arab for 

” 
you. 


‘‘What happened to Aziz?” 


“The terrorists shot him later, just before I left 
for America, and I wasn’t able to put Leahle’s 
picture in his coffin.” : 


Manya showed no visible emotion when speak- 
ing of Aziz but we were silent a moment, thinking 
of the young Arab who had loved a Jewess, who 
had technical skill} who had been shot by terror- 
ists, whose Socialism had been so paradoxical ac- 
cording to Manya’s lights. And I had a feeling 
that even Manya was perhaps sorry that Aziz lay 
mouldering without Leahle’s photograph to guide 
him through the heavens. 

‘Aziz was only one,” I ventured. 

“‘No,’? Manya said with conviction, “There are 
many more. They have to be found. Let me tell 
you another story.” 
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I poured a second, stronger cup of tea—the 
first was too weak Manya said—and settled down 
to listen. 


One day, when the disturbances were at their 
height, Manya went for a walk in the Arab quar- 
ter of Haifa. She made a point of using Arab 
buses, walking on Arab streets, maintaining Arab 
contacts even when the situation was tensest. And 
she came on the following scene. An Arab woman 
was sitting on the sidewalk and wailing, sur- 
rounded by a group of Arabs. Manya drew nearer 
and, since she knows Arabic, discovered the 
trouble. -The woman’s only son had joined the 
terrorists and had been killed in an engagement 
with British troops. Now the Arab mother was 
lamenting. She cursed the Mufti; she cursed 
every Arab notable individually with authentic 
oriental passion and completeness. 


‘May his son perish as my son perished because 
he led us into this evil.” And as she cursed the 
Mufti and his fellows, the Arabs surrounding her 
nodded at every fresh malediction: 


‘So be it. It is true.” 


When Manya returned home that afternoon, 


she heard bad news. Reuben, a young Shomer, 
had just been killed. 


‘‘“A wonderful young fellow,” Manya said em- 
phatically, “but with an awful mother. She was 
always complaining. She had just come from 
Poland and she didn’t want Reuben to be a 
Shomer.. She thought we were sending him into 
too dangerous places. How she bothered me! 
She didn’t seem to understand. Of course, with 
Reuben dead I had to go to her at once. And I 
dreaded it.” 


Manya had gone immediately to where Reu- 
ben’s body lay. His comrades were standing, pay- 
ing last honors. And there was Reuben’s mother, 
a bent old woman seated beside her dead son. 
Manya drew near, but instead of the hysterical 
reproaches she expected, the mother was praying: 


“Holy One, blessed be Thy Name! How have 
I merited that Thou shouldst choose me, that my 
son be taken for Kiddush Ha-Shem (Sanctification 
of the Lord)? Holy One, thanks that my son 
was chosen for the land!” 


“You see,” Manya said, and for the first time I 
thought I noted a tremor in her clear, joyous voice, 
“you see why all will be well?” 


“You really saw both mothers on the same 
day?” 

Manya looked at me surprised, as she must 
often have been surprised at the ordinary human 
being’s skepticism of the extraordinary. 

“Certainly, on the same day. That is why I 
remember it.” 
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Manya got up to go. She put on her curious 
zipper coat and the little fur hat which looked like 
a relic of student days in Russia. She gathered 
her papers, full of plans, negotiations, and put 
them in her brief-case. 
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“So all will be well?” I asked her again at the 
door. 


She turned to me, bright, confident: “Of 
course!” 


Hebrew in the High School 


by Benjamin lItzkowitz 





THis YEAR marks the tenth anniversary of the intro- 
duction of Hebrew in the public High Schools of New 
York City. During this decade, Hebrew enjoyed the status 
of a modern language of instruction. The teaching of this 
language has passed the initial experimental stage and at 
the present time Hebrew takes its place beside the other 
modern foreign languages offered to the high school 
student. In the course of this period, approximately ten 
thousand students have studied either two or three years 
of Hebrew. This term approximately three thousand boys 
and girls, academic and commercial students, are studying 
Hebrew in eleven High Schools in Manhattan, Bronx and 
Brooklyn. A considerable number plan to continue their 
studies in Brooklyn College and New York University both 
of which offer advanced courses in the Hebrew language 
and literature. 

In the course of this decade, the Board of Education 
gave three examinations for teachers of Hebrew. There 
are about thirty licensed teachers, sixteen of whom have 
entered the system in the course of the past four years. 
The licensed teachers have formed the American Associa- 
tion of Teachers of Hebrew whose work corresponds to 
that of the other foreign language associations. 

The vast majority study Hebrew for two years; one third 
continues for three years. The Thomas Jefferson high 
school is the only one which found it possible to open a 
fourth year class. In the comparatively short period of 
time devoted to the study of Hebrew, the student cannot 
achieve mastery of the language and its literature. Within 
this period, however, he does accomplish a great deal. 
The fact that after one half-year’s study the student has 
mastered the mechanics of reading, has learned four 
hundred vocabulary words, has gotten a bird’s eye view of 
the history of the Hebrew people, is indicative of the type 
of work that is being done in the Hebrew course in the 
High School. Parents and school authorities are gratified 
with the achievement of the students of Hebrew. The aim 
as set forth in the official syllabus of the Board of Educa- 
tion is “to develop to the point of enjoyment the ability to 
read Hebrew, and to instill an appreciation of Hebrew 
culture and civilization.” This aim cannot be achieved in 
one or two years; at the end of the third year of Hebrew, 
however, the student is prepared to — an intensive 
course of study of the modern and classical Hebrew 
Masters. Throughout the two or three years of study the 
student finds himself in a Hebrew atmosphere. His Heb- 
rew room is decorated with a map of Palestine, with pic- 
tures of cities, colonies, and personalities of Palestine, and 
with charts of Hebrew proverbs or expressions. 

The texts were specifically prepared for use in the High 
School classes. In order to lead the student to an intelli- 
gent study of Hebrew culture and civilization, supplement- 
ary reading concerning Hebrew literature and Palestine is 
encouraged. 

The study of Hebrew has always figured in the curricula 
of outstanding universities in this country. In the colonial 


days, Harvard offered Hebrew along with ancient Latin 
and Greek. Up to fifteen years ago, the Board of Regents 
of the State of New York gave semi-annual Regents’ 
examinations in ancient Hebrew. Hebrew, as studied in 
the New York High Schools, is a modern language which 
is intimately connected with the Jewish renaissance in 
Palestine. In the classroom, comprehension of the spoken 
word and reading are stressed.. Hebrew grammar is re- 
duced to a minimum and is taught only in so far as it aids 
the above ends. The Ashkenazic pronunciation, current 
in the Hebrew speaking circles of America, was discarded 
in favor of the Sephardic pronunciation which is used in 
Palestine. 

The study of realia constitutes an important part of the 
Hebrew curriculum. The geography of Palestine, the 
development of the colonization of Palestine, the history 
of the Jewish people, and the music of modern Palestine 
are part of the syllabus of study. The Hebrew Club is 
usually popular and its meetings are well attended. These 
are devoted to debates and discussions of events, to 
dramatic presentations, and to the learning of songs and 
dances of Palestine. The Club usually presents an assembly 
program once a term for the entire school, either indepen- 
dently or with other foreign language clubs. 

The introduction of Hebrew in the High School has met 
with a favorable response on the part of school authorities, 
teachers, and parents. Students on the whole do well in 
their Hebrew studies. Yet in these ten years, the total 
registration for the entire city has not reached a higher 
figure than three thousand at any one time. In comparison 
to the number of students of the other foreign languages, 
this figure is indeed small. Up to this term, Hebrew has 
shown a slow continuous growth. This term, however, the 
total registration has shown a drop of 3% as compared 
with that of last term. Does the New York community 
realize the historic significance of the incorporation of 
Hebrew in the curriculum of its public system of education? 
Hebrew will continue to grow only in response to a recog- 
nized public need for it. Thus far, comparatively few 
parents have encouraged their children to enroll in the 
Hebrew classes. There was a time when the study of 
Hebrew demanded some self-sacrifice. The first group of 
students which participated in the initial stages of the 
experiment did so voluntarily without the prospect of 
receiving regular school credit. In the past few years, the 
situation was materially changed. Hebrew is a fully- 
accredited subject in the high schools. It is recognized as 
part of the entrance requirements for City College, Brook- 
lyn College, Queens College, Hunter College and numerous 
other colleges throughout the country. 

The experience gained in the past ten years points to 
great cultural possibilities inherent in the teaching of a 
language as ancient as the Bible and as modern as Tel 
Aviv. The language, literature, culture and civilization of 
the Jewish people have become the subject of serious study 
in the New York City High Schools. More students 
should avail themselves of this opportunity. 
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To A Pyromaniac 


by Milton Kaplan 


Listen: 


this is the way to do it 

if you want a real big fire with sirens and fire 
engines and firemen and heroes and rescues 
and screaming and people jumping and 
reporters and policemen and photographers 
and ambulances and doctors— 

this is the way to do it: 

Wait for a dry time, a drought, 

and then get plenty of wood; 

get all the dried-up people you can find; 

get sick ones and hungry ones and rotten ones— 

they’re dry as straw and they'll burn too fast, 

but they’re good for a start; 

get envious ones and angry ones 

and leave the mad ones for last, 

the pale-faced, froth-lipped, knife-tongued ones— 

they burn the longest, 

but they must be dry, inside and out. 

Pile them high and pour over the whole pile 

all the oily words you know— 

any ones will do but they must be soaked in oil, 

Jew and Red and nigger—you know the kind; 

keep piling and keep pouring and don’t stop— 

maybe you won’t need a match— , 

what do you call it? spontaneous combustion, 

or maybe a spark from a chimney or a lighted 
cigarette— 

they can’t say you did it— 

what the hell, it wasn’t your fault; 

this is a free country, ain’t it? and you've got a 
right to pick up some wood and spill some 
oil if you want to; 

just make sure your wood is dry, 

and don’t forget the oil if you want a good fire, 

and you'll get it; 

boy, will you get it! 

And all the alarms will ring 

and What's the matter? What's the matter? 

and it won’t be your fault— 

that’s the beauty of it, 

and you'll get screaming and women jumping and 
splashing on the sidewalks, 

and cops and firemen and heroes, 

and the fire will shake the houses until the bricks 

rain down, 

and climb up higher until it reaches up to pull 
down the sky, 

and run, run, keep running, run 

because the whole world is dry as straw 

and soaked in oil, and watch it go up in flames, 

in the biggest and swellest fire you ever saw! 
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CHICAGO CHICAGO 


HAYIM GREENBERG 


editor of the Jewish Frontier 
Will Speak On 


"TRENDS IN JEWISH THOUGHT" 


at the 


Zionist Labor Center of Albany Park 
3507 Lawrence Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 


Friday, January 17, 1941, at 8:30 P. M. 


auspices 


Zionist-Labor Council of Albany Park 














Maurice Samuel’s New Book 
The Great Hatred 


with your subscription to 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
+ 


Some Comments About 


THE GREAT HATRED: 


Pierre Van Paassen: 


“The most comprehensive, forceful and uncom- 
promising work on the fundamental thesis of anti- 
Semitism.” 


Thomas Mann: 


“No better analysis of anti-Semitism as a phenom- 
enon falling outside the field of normal prejudices.” 


Sholom Asch: 


“An important contribution to the elucidation of the 
Jewish position.” 
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Take advantage of this exceptional offer In- 
troduce a friend to the JEWISH FRONTIER 


or renew your own subscription. Address: 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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The Month in Palestine 


F CHOES OF the Patria tragedy continued to reverberate 

all month. More and more bodies were found by 
divers in the waters of Haifa Bay—close to 120 by now. 
34 of the over 1,800 persons on board were arrested on 
suspicion of being Gestapo spies, 135 are still missing, 
1,592 are in the Detention Camp at Athlit to which the 
Vaad Leumi at once rushed food and the Supplies Depart- 
ment of the Hadassah Medical Organization, clothing. 
Both in Parliament and the British press voices were raised 
in no uncertain denunciation of the Government's attitude. 
In Commons Colonel Wedgwood declared that the deport- 
ation of “illegal” Jewish immigrants was a waste of man- 
power anxious to aid Britain. The Manchester Guardian 
sharply criticized the Palestine Administration for its “pol- 
icy of cold legalism that serves only the needs of bare ex- 
pediency,” and declared that “‘the entry of the unfortunate 
sufferers ought to be counted part of the normal immigra- 
tion quota.” But the Colonial Office’s statement as to the 
exceptional character of the permission to remain in Pales- 
tine given the Patria refugees, was no idle threat. Under- 
secretary Hall had announced that the other “illegals who 
have arrived recently or who will come in hereafter, will 
be sent overseas as soon as shipping arrangements can be 
made,” and on December 8 the Palestine Government 
placed on board two small vessels 1,584 “illegal” immi- 
grants who had been at Athlit for some time. Presumably 
they, too, were to be sent to Mauritius or some similar 
eastern colonial possession. For two days thereafter the 
Jewish community of Haifa struck in bitter protest, but for 
days no news of the deportation was allowed to penetrate 
to the outside world. This time the Palestine administra- 
tion was determined to let no outside objections prevent 
the deportation, and it became known only when it was 
already a fait accompli. Only a few days later the in- 
tolerably tragic position of Jews in Europe was illuminated 
with brutal clarity by news about another refugee ship. 
More than 200 Jewish refugees from Bulgaria, including 
60 children, out of a total of 380, were drowned in the Sea 
of Marmora among dreadful scenes when their entirely 
inadequate sailing ship struck against rocks in a storm. 
The boat was on its way to Palestine; its passengers had 
been expelled by Bulgaria from Dobruja after recovering 
of the territory from Rumania. The Bulgarian authorities 
had forced more refugees to be taken on board than the 
old, unfit ship could accomodate. There were hardly any 
lifeboats on board for emergency situations. Against 
this background the Palestine government again declared 
its adherence to the White Paper in the course of its 
announcement of the suspension of the immigration 
schedule for the period of October 1940 through March 
1941. It did, however, extend the validity of those cer- 
tificates (over 8,000 of them granted under the last 
schedule) to persons who, because of present transportation 
difficulties, had not yet reached Palestine. 


It is a relief to turn from the “illegal” immigration 
chapter to the abuadant evidence of continued growth, 
constructive activity and vitality in Jewish Palestine. With- 
in the last few weeks over 700 certificated immigrants from 
Roumania have reached Palestine and 450 more are ex- 
pected shortly. On December 25 the first 50 of 450 


Youth Aliyah children now on their way from Sweden 
through Russia, Turkey and Syria, to Palestine arrived. Jew- 
ish economy, according to Eliezer Kaplan, treasurer of the 
Jewish Agency, seemed to be on the way to recovery. Unem- 
ployment, though still above 10,000, was decreasing; dur- 


ing the year the Agency had invested 700,000 pounds in 
agriculture and industry and in public works undertaken 
to check unemployment. In Haifa unemployment among 
skilled workers had practically disappeared and, in fact, 
as a result of new public and private building programs, 
skilled workers had to be brought from elsewhere in the 
country. Having increased its contributions to the national 
funds last year, the Yishuv launched its new Keren Haye- 
sod drive, as well as the Vaad Leumi’s second annual 
Emergency Tax program. The representatives of the right 
wing groups finally agreed to the Emergency Tax budget 
proposed by left wing groups and formerly considered too 
high by the right groups—24,000 pounds a month to be 
raised by voluntary contributions in accordance with the 
schedule fixed by the Vaad Leumi. 


There were encouraging industrial developments. After. 


the Eastern intergovernmental conference at New Delhi 
the Palestine Government announced that Palestine would 
shortly be given the opportunity to increase its existing 
production of industrial and war materials and to establish 
needed new industries. The Palestinian delegation to 
New Delhi which consisted of Government officials and a 
Tel-Aviv importer of optical instruments, had pointed 
out that Palestine was already manufacturing gas masks, 
air-raid shelters, medical supplies, ambulances, and optical 
instruments. Plans for bringing in the raw materials need- 
ed by local factories are being worked out as a result of 
a recent meeting between representatives of the Govern- 
ment and the Jewish Manufacturers Association. Industrial 
development along these lines would of course go far 
towards eliminating unemployment. Army contracts have 
been filled all along by Jewish factories, and the Palestine 
Police Department has just awarded two large contracts 
to the Lodzia Knitgoods Factory and the Ata Textile 
Mills. 


Palestine’s industrial exports have risen sharply during 
the last year, with the countries of the Near East and Mid- 
dle East—such as Persia, Iraq and Egypt—now buying 
from it increasingly large quantities of such products as 
textiles, machinery and pharmaceuticals, $50,000 worth 
of diamonds are ‘neoaal. each month, principally to the 
United States, as Palestine, through the immigration of 
Belgian Jewish craftsmen, is now the most important dia- 
mond cutting center for the Near and Middle East and 
the Balkans. Other new or recently established industries 
also show progress. The Atid Navigation Company has 
been the only one to maintain regular cargo service between 
Levantine ports this year, and its books show increased 
profits. Deep sea fishing is now being carried on in the 
Mediterranean at night by groups from the Jewish fishing 
villages, and a new well-equipped fishing boat had been 
built for one of them by the Agency’s Maritime Depart- 
ment and Nachshon, the Histadruth’s Maritime Depart- 
ment. Sheep raising is now more carefully fostered than 
ever, and courses are being given in the conversion of 
the skins into shoe leather and leather jackets. 


Cultural activity is a good index of community health 
and energy. The following are typical details. Ohel, the 
Workers’ Theatre, is preparing to produce “King Lear”, 
“Peer Gynt”, and “Abe Lincoln in Illinois” this year. 
A Hebrew translation of Eliot’s “Waste Land” has just 
been published. The first rainfall map of the Near East 
been compiled (including Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Palestine, 
part of Egypt, western Iran, and the Caucasus Range) has 
been drawn by Dr. Ashbel, head of the Meteorological 
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Laboratory of the Hebrew University, and published by 
the Hebrew University Press with the financial assistance of 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Miss Henrietta Szold’s 
eightieth birthday was celebrated appropriately and affec- 
tionately by the entire Yishuv; the whole Hebrew radio 
hour on her birthday was devoted to addresses about her 
and the historic significance of her work; the broadcast 
for children on the preceding day was conducted com- 
pletely by members of the Youth Aliyah whose lives have 
been so deeply influenced by Miss Szold, ‘Hakika al- 
Amr’, the Histadruth’s Arab weekly, continues to appear 
in enlarged form and to explain the strength a im- 
portance of the anti-Totalitarian forces in simple but 
convincing language. Incidentally, there are additional 
indications of Arab-Jewish rapprochement. For example, 
a joint Arab-Jewish Hotel and Restaurant Owners’ As- 
sociation has been founded in Haifa; an Arab soccer 
team for the first time in many years played the Tel-Aviv 
Maccabi in the latter’s own stadium and were tendered a 
reception after the game; a soccer match was played at 
Kfar Agar between the village and the team of the neigh- 
boring Arab village from which during the riots attacks 
on Kfar Azar were launched more than once. 
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The Yishuv’s military effort continued unabated. The 
Political Department of the Agency announced that 6,500 
Jewish volunteers are now serving with the British forces 
on various fronts and in all branches of the Army and Air 
Force. The “London Times” of December 16 published 
a leading article in which it was stated for the first time 
that a contingent of Palestinian volunteers was participat- 
ing in the British action against the Italians in Egypt. On 
December 20 Air Vice-Marshal John Henry D’Albiac 
praised the courage of the Palestinian aviators under his 
command with the British forces aiding the Greeks. The 
overwhelming majority of Palestinian volunteers are of 
course Jewish. Volunteering among Jews will probably 
increase greatly in the near future since on December 19 
the Palestine Government announced the formation of a 
new Palestine Volunteer Force open to British and Pales- 
tinian subjects “to assist the regular British Army Forces 
in measures required for the prosecution of the War or 
for ensuring internal security’’. 
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Chronicles of the Month 


UNITED STATES 


T HE PLAN to admit refugees from Europe to the Virgin 

Islands outside of the immigration quota limits has run 
up against numerous snags. The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation and the Intelligence Service of the army and navy 
have raised objections to the plan on the grounds that sub- 
versive elements and foreign agents may utilize this plan to 
enter the United States. The ensuing wrangling between 
the State and Interior departments resulted in an indefinite 
postponement of the entire plan until such a time as it 
will be further studied by a committee to be organized’ by 
the president. Whatever the final outcome may be, thou- 
sands of refugees from western Europe who had hoped to 
find a haven in the Virgin Islands are now doomed to bitter 
disappointment. 


In the sphere of raising financial aid for relief and re- 
habilitation work among Jewish victims of oppression in 
Europe, a significant development has occurred when the 
United Jewish Appeal has again become divided into its 
component parts, each of which will carry on a separate 
drive in this country during the coming year. The United 


Jewish Drive conducted one fund raising campaign during 


recent years. The funds raised were divided, according to 
a previously agreed upon arrangement, between the Joint 


Distribution Committee, the United Palestine Appeal and 
the National Refugee Service. Now there will be three 


separate campaigns conducted and, with the best intentions 
on the part of the three organizations, it is inevitable that 
a measure of competition will set in. While the ultimate 


results of the separate drives cannot be predicted, it is 
problematical whether they will succeed better where the 
one united drive failed to attain its goal. In this connec- 
tion it is interesting to note the report of the Joint Distri- 
bution Committee to the effect that since the outbreak of 
the war it has spent eight and one-quarter million dollars 


for relief in fifty countries. 


AID TO ENGLAND 


| N AN effort to activate the Jewish community as a group 
in the work of sending aid to England the American 
Jewish Congress held a conference at which it was decided 
to raise the sum of four hundred thousand dollars to pur- 
chase field kitchens for the British armed forces. In itself 
this is not a very. important contribution when one con- 
siders the tremendous expenditures disbursed by England 
daily for the prosecution of the war. It should rather be 
looked upon as a token of support since the really import- 


ant aid can be extended only by the United States as a ‘ 


whole, representing the sentiments and efforts of the entire 
population, including the Jews. 


The debate whether food should be sent to countries 
occupied by Nazi Germany still proceeds on all sides. But 
opinion is gradually becoming crystallized on this subject. 
The fifth annual conference of the Joint Boycott Council 
of the American Jewish Congress and the Jewish Labor 
Committee went on record as opposing such transfer of 
food. This conference, which met on December 22, repre- 
sented 450 labor, religious and fraternal organizations. It 
definitely rejected any plan which might tend to break the 
British blockade on the grounds that since “the salvation 
and independence (of the occupied countries) can come 
only with a British victory” helping to impair the blockade 


would only prolong “their servitude under the Nazi heel.” 


FRANCE 


ENRI BERGSON, the world renowned philosopher, 

died on January 5. Shortly before his death, the 
eighty three year old scholar was offered exemption by the 
Vichy government from the regulations which prohibited 
Jews from holding any government posts in conquered 
France. Bergson was still listed as professor of the College 
of France although he had not been active in his position 
for some time. But the aged philosopher preferred to 
reject being exempted and resigned his honorary post. 
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Following upon the expulsion of Jews from the Palatin- 
ate, Baden and Lorraine the Nazi governor of Alsace has 
promulgated a decree on December 16 to confiscate the 
property of all Jews in Alsace. Jewish possessions are to 
be distributed gratis or at low prices to German Alsatians. 
Jewish homes are being sold at ‘“‘auction” attended only by 
Germans who are told in advance what they may bid for 
and how much. The “profits” from these auctions are 
diverted to the Nazi “Winter Relief Fund.” No records 
are kept of these transactions and it is easy to imagine the 
nature of the entire procedure which amounts to outright 
robbery under the supervision of local Nazi officials: By 
now nearly all of the Nazi Nuremberg racial laws are also 
in effect in Alsace. 


RUMANIA 


Ts UNFORTUNATE country continues in a state of 

turmoil as Nazi troops continue pouring into it. The 
fascist and anti-Semitic authorities under Premier Antonescu 
have lost almost all control and bands of the Iron Guard 
continue to roam at will. It is reported that a state of 
complete anarchy prevails. Daily there are instances of 
Iron Guard cruelty which has now turned almost exclu- 
sively against Jews after it was first directed against political 
opponents. Bodies of Jews are found in ditches, in fields 
and shattered on sidewalks after involuntary falls from 
windows. The Iron Guard contends that any home owned 
by a Jew belongs to its organization, it may be entered at 
any time and its occupants ejected or maltreated. A decree 
issued by Antonescu in December calls for the expulsion of 
all Rumanian Jews from the country. It is obvious that at 
this time such a decree could not be enforced and it appears 
probable that it was issued in an attempt to regain some 
authority from the Iron Guard by appealing to the anti- 
Semitic passions now flaming in Rumania. 


In the meantime Jews try to escape the country individu- 
ally and in small groups. Until a few days ago all persons 
who could show evidence that they were born in Bessarabia 
were admitted across the Soviet frontier. In the usual 
fashion of Rumanian officials a considerable “industry” of 
Bessarabian birth certificates was developed and the victims 
were charged exorbitant prices for them. But by the end 
of December the flow of refugees across the Pruth has 
ceased when Soviet authorities refused to permit any more 
people to cross. A last group of six hundred Jews were 
tragically caught on a barge in the river near Galatz. 
Soviet guards did not allow them to enter Bessarabia and 
Rumanian officials refused to let them return. At this 
writing the fate of this group is not known. Several 
hundred people paid as much as one hundred thousand Lei 
for passage on boats bound for the Mediterranean. There 
is a definite report of one four hundred ton vessel that took 
on eight hundred passengers. Whether it succeeded in 


sailing and reaching a safe haven is unknown. The strict 
censorship prevailing in that part of the world and the 
unsettled conditions prevent any accurate and consistent 
information from reaching the United States. But on the 
basis of numerous reports it appears that there are several 
vessels carrying many _ndreds of passengers now roaming 
the Black and Mediterranean Seas in search of a safe port. 
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Poland 


ROM SWITZERLAND and other sources it is reported 

that the ghetto in Warsaw is now a completely self- 
inclosed unit almost entirely cut off from the rest of the 
city. Within the limits of the ghetto a certain measure of 
self-government—under direct Nazi supervision—is being 
allowed. Thus a Jewish police force of one thousand, 
within the ghetto walls, has been organized. These do not 
carry arms and must wear a distinctive arm band to indicate 
their authority. Aryans who are employed within the 
walls of the ghetto are permitted to enter upon showing an 
identification card. But even this is being discouraged. 


In the meantime there is an average weekly influx of 
about four hundred people into the ghetto from outlying 
cities where conditions are even more intolerable than in 
the Polish capital. The congestion, which was severe 
enough as a result of the transfer of many Jews from other 
parts of Warsaw into the wall enclosed area, is becoming 
highly critical. This situation directly reflect on the public 
health situation of the entire city. Figures for October 
which have just now become available indicate that in that 
month there were sixty seven cases of typhus, one hundred 
and twenty cases of diphtheria, forty six cases of scarlet 
fever, thirty cases of dysentery and due to lack of anti- 
toxins, one hundred and sixty one cases of rabies. 


The Jewish community of Warsaw has been permitted 
to borrow about twenty thousand dollars for immediate 
relief purposes. This sum is to be taken from a fund 
previously raised by confiscating Jewish goods to finance 
Jewish emigration from the country. Emigration abroad 
is now out of the question. This loan will have to be 
repaid within a few months. 


In Radom, Poland, the two thousand Jewish inhabitants 
have received an order to leave the city, Radom is being 
transformed into a German city and German immigrants 
will be brought to take their place. A similar although 
more gradual policy is being followed in Lodz. Thirty 
six hundred Jewish and Polish business enterprises have 
been confiscated in this once great textile center. Of the 
forty six hundred enterprises operating in the city today, 
only forty are in the hands of Poles. 


Hungary 


THE OFFICIAL government paper Pesth of Budapest 

announces new proposed legislation to eliminate all 
social intercourse between Jews and gentiles of Hungary 
as well as intermarriage. The announcement of this legis- 
lation, the third in a series of anti-Jewish laws, evoked 
considerable surprise since only one month ago the Hungar- 
ian premier Teleki declared that no further legislation 
against Jews was contemplated. About one million people 
will be affected by the laws, if passed. Of these eight 
hundred thousand are full blooded and two hundred thou- 
sand partial Jews. The announcement of the proposed 
laws declares, however, that Jews will still be permitted to 
engage in certain economic callings because of the “peculiar 
position” which they occupy in Hungarian economic life. 
This undoubtedly refers to the dislocation which would be 
caused by an immediate removal of all Jewish artisans and 
merchants. But even while this “tolerance” is being pro- 
claimed, those Jews who have already lost all economic 
bases are being driven by means of all kinds of “persua- 
sion” toward the Soviet border in an effort to drive them 
out of the country. 

S. ETHELSON 
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Metropolitan Council Formed 

League chapters in Greater New 
York have organized a Metropolitan 
Council on which each chapter is rep- 
resented by its chairman and one ad- 
ditional representative. It will be the 
purpose of the Metropolitan Council 
to coordinate the various League acti- 
vities in the city of New York, to be 
of practical assistance to the numerous 
chapters, and to sponsor and conduct 
League activities on a city-wide basis. 
The first meeting of the Metropolitan 
Council was held on December 11th, 
at which time a program of activities 
was formulated, and a quota of $10,- 
000.00 for the Geverkshaften was de- 
cided upon for all League chapters in 
New York. Michael Stolzberg, chair- 
man of the Manhattan chapter, is 
chairman of the Metropolitan Coun- 
cil. 
Histadrut Twentieth Anniversary 
Celebration 

A committee appointed by the Met- 
ropolitan Council is now deliberating 
upon a program for the League cele- 
bration of the Twentieth Anniversary 
of the Histadrut to be held sometime 
in March. The program is being for- 
mulated around the general plan to 
give artistic expression to highlights 
in the history of the development of 
the Histadrut. It is expected that this 
program will attract thousands of 
young people, and that it will be one 
of the outstanding celebrations now 
being held throughout the country 
where the Histadrut has its hosts of 
followers. 


Eastern Regional Committee 
To Meet 

The Eastern Regional Committee, 
made up of representatives from Lea- 
gue chapters in Syracuse, Albany, 
Hartford, Springfield, Worcester, 
Greater New York, Newark, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, and Washington, will 
meet on Sunday, January 5th, for the 
implementation of the resolutions 
adopted at the Eastern Regional Con- 
ference which was held in Philadel- 
phia last September. Plans will also 
be presented for closer collaboration 
with the Midwestern Region which 
met in Conference last October in 
Detroit. 


Expansion Fund 

Quotas for the Expansion Fund 
have been assigned to chapters some 
time ago, and a number of them have 
notified the Home office to the effect 
that they have accepted their quotas 
and that they have definite programs 
for the raising of their quotas. Some 


have sent in funds in advance, and 
others have agreed to underwrite their 
quotas so as to forward funds to the 
office immediately. 


Membership Campaign 

A complete report on the results of 
our Membership Campaign cannot be 
published at this time. Chapters 
which have not yet reported to the of- 
fice the results of their membership 
campaign are asked to do so at once, 
so that we may have a complete report 
before the month of January is over. 





Announcing the Third 
Lecture of the Poale 
Zion Metropolitan 
Branch Forum 
Series 
by 
HAYIM GREENBERG 
Editor, JEWISH FRONTIER 
on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 
1941—8 :30 P. M. 
at the 
PENNSYLVANIA HOTEL 
Seventh Ave. & 33rd St. 
Series ticket holders, please 
note change of date. 





DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


NV elialoTeican’ 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENbicott 2-2030 








PROMPT AND IMMEDIATE SERVICE 
Maltin Stationery Co. 


ISRAEL MALTIN, Prop. 


STATIONERS 
PRINTERS 
ENGRAVERS 


12 WEST 43rd STREET 


(Near Fifth Avenue) 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 
PEnnsylvania 6-1157 
EVERYTHING FOR THE OFFICE 

















Enjoy the crisp, dis- 


tinctive flavor of 

these popular new 

matzos ... 80 whole- 

some, so good you'll 

want them at every 
meal 
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WeLleROOMngNS 
GfATE OuMENT to April 30 

Round Round 
Minimum fares One an p..j 
from New York Way “limit limit 
a 


Gate... 22° 3° = 
MIAMI ; 

eer inten 42 «65° «(70 
CHARLESTON — 


TROGIIG s ccicscs cues 22 
large number comfortable stateroom accom- 
dati at mini Superior rooms with 
private bath available at moderate charges. 
*Low summer fares in effect to April 30. 
+ No change in fare on direct express. 


CRUISE VACATIONS. 6, 9, 10 and 13 days to 
Jacksonville, Miami, St. Augustine, Miami and 
Havana, Sea Island and Texas—$45 and up. 


Take your car — Low rates when accompanied 


CLYDE-MALLORY LINES 


545 Fifth Ave., MU. 2-7240 or Pier 34, N.R., 
WA. 5-3000, N. Y. or your Travel Agent 
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AMERICA 
As we Don Uniforms, Shlomo 


Katz Sept. 





Broker With the Willkie . Button, 
Anton Kuh Oct 


> * meen For the Fifth Column, 





June 


Civil Liberties Union Is Consist- 
ent, ; Mar. 








Conference in Havana, Ed. 
Conscription, Ed. ~.......... 
Elect Roosevelt, Ed... 


Equality Magazine Hews to the 
puamast Line, Ed... . July 


E peer + ame the End of the 









oad, Ed. Sept. 

If I thy ST st es 
Investigate the ‘‘Christian Front’’, 

Wieand Bowman nn .ccccncnnn .. Feb. 


Joe McWilliams nuns for Con- 
gress, Nathaniel H. Goodrich... Sept. 


Lest We Forget, Claude McKay... Jan. 
“—_ Have Sanity in Congress, 











une 
Mr. Pegler Explains, S. K............... Feb. 
Presidential Campaign, Ed... June 
~ Issue in the Russell Case, 
April 
se oF and Democratic Plat- 
orm Compared, Jacob J. Wein- 
stein Aug. 
Universal Military Training, Ed... July 
Who Is To Blame? Ed. Feb. 
LABOR 
Position of American Socialist 
Party, Norman Thomas................ June 


America Is Bound To Be Affected 
(Reply to Norman omas), 
Hayim Greenberg -21-enenenn... June 


Is This Correct Labor Policy? Ed. Feb. 


John L. Lewis—Would-be Dictator, 
ee TZ 


Lewis Goes the Whole Hog, Ed. Nov. 


Organized Labor and World 
Peace, Jos. Schlossberg... Nov. 


Socialists, Labor and the Coming 
Presidential Campaign, Bernard 


























Noskin April 
Why is the C. I. O. > ncremmemnmnead 

ee: WD Dee. 
The Convention of the A. F. L., 

Ed. . Dec. 
ANTI-SEMITISM 
Celine Reaches the een of the 

Night, Max Brod... Scipachineacw SL: 
Coughlins of Pre-Hitler Germany, 

nur Rosesisld .................. . July 
Fight Against aeitebiatin: Ed... Nov. 
Herschel Grynszpan, S. K................. July 
Hugh Johnson's Campaign for 

Willkie, Ed. Nov. 
Jew Baiting on the Left, Max 

Nomad eS May 
News From the ‘Reservation’, 

Ed. Aug. 
Orchestra Seat, S. Koieccccnenenenne. Aug. 
Self-Hatred Among Jews, Hershel 

Meyer Oct. 
There Is One Event Unto All, 

ae: GO. June 
BIOGRAPHY 
Viadimir Jabotinsky, Abraham 

Revusky Sept. 
Meyer Lax Aug. 





I. L. Peretz, A. A. Roback................ May 


14 


16 


12 


15 


11 


Index 


Lenin—Portrait of a _ Bolshevik, 


Hayim Greenberg 2 ccenvnnnee JU 
Moshe Smilansky, Eqhiiccccccccnonn .. April 
Henrietta Szold, Norman Bentwich Dec. 
COMMUNISM 
An Unmourned Departure, Ed....... Jan. 
te Se ll a eee eee June 


How Beautiful in Stockings, S. K. Mar. 
Peace and ‘Peace’, S. Kenceccmnu. Aug. 
Russia’s Unenviable Position, Ed. July 
The President Vanishes, S. K......... April 


“United Front’’ in Norway, Ed........ May 


EUROPE ; 

British Labor’s Peace Aims, Ed..... Mar. 
England Fights On, 2hcncccmnmuon July 
England's Strength, Ed.occccmcccnum AU. 


Has Not Poland Learned Yet? Ed. Feb. 
Is There Another Germany? Willi 
Schlamm April 


New British * emia and ‘Dicta- 
MD Gy Ws Kee .. June 


Scene in Nazi Poland, Alfred 
Werner Oct 








Youngest Victims of War, Jos. 


SORA IRUIIIND ses tisinicnncihenctiocsincians Sept. 
Antwerp Shows the Way, Ed............. Dec. 
HISTADRUT 


Advantages of Planned Economy 
in Palestine, Abr. Dickenstein.... Jan. 


Children in the Kvutza, M. M. 
Rosebaum Sept. 





Cooperative Workers’ Housing in 
Palestine, Israel Mereminski..... Oct. 


Self-Help in Palestine, Ed....... 

Workers’ Bank, Ltd., Ed.......... 

Seder Service—Palestinian 
sion, Shulamith Schwartz................ 

JEWS 

America 


A Jewish Economic Problem, Jacob 
Lestshinsky June 


Discovering Jewish cnn Shul- 
AMIth SCHWALM ccsnncnenenerennenennmminn FED, 


_ Million , ae: Turks, 
K 





an. 
Jewish Indians in Mexico, Marie 
Syrkin 


The General Jewish Council, 
Baruch Zuckerman ercecccscncnnmnmmnn FED. 


Unity in Fund Raising, Ed... .. Feb. 


What Should We Write? Shlomo 
Katz . : May 


Our Nation of Nations, Leon Den- 
nen wen DOC. 











Europe 
Annexation of Poland, Edoiccccccmmm Sept. 


Can the Jews Survive in a Totali- 
tarian World? Oscar Karbach...... Aug. 


End of Another Pipe Dream, Ed...... Jan. 











If Hitler Wins, Ed... June 
Jews and the Polish * NR a 

Rhys J. Davies April 
Jews in the New France, Ed............ Aug. 
Nazi Savagery in Poland, Mena- 

chem Treist Mar. 
On the Soviet-Nazi Border, F. 

Frank Feb. 
Pax Hitleriana, Ed... Oct. 


Poles in Britain, Rhys J. Davies... Nov. 


Rumania—Classic Land of Anti- 
Semitism, Herman Eichenthai..... Aug. 
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Some Unregenerate Poles, Hayim 
Greenberg May 


The Stilled Voice of France, Ed... Nov. 


250,000 Jewish Casualities in the 
Present War, Abo Reichman... Nov. 





Unremitting Pogrom in Poland, A. 
Hartglass July 





Stories and Poems 
Gomer, Daughter of Diblaim, 








CRTC RE Cs | 1 ie anne eee aa May 
Home on Mount Carmel, Marie 

Syrkin Aug. 
Second Lieutenant, U. S. A. Res., 

Shlomo Katz Nov. 
“I Want To See’, G. Shofman.... Feb. 
Lament at Night, H. Leivick...... May 


Somewhere on the Dial, Shlomo 
Katz 


The Messiah, H. Leivick....___..... Sept. 
The Yellow Badge, H. Leivick..... Jan. 


Two Letters With German snes 
Heinz LiepMann ..ccccnnennnnnene Feb 





Palestine 


Modern Trends in Palestine Art, 
ee - Epaiceeneanenonete eneees em an. 


Arabs in the Hebrew University, 
Ed. Sept. 





Arab-Jewish Cooperation, Abr. 
Revusky Mar. 


Bombardment of Tel Aviv, Ed.......... Oct. 
Bombs Fall on Haifa, Ed... Aug. 
Conscription in Palestine, Ed....... July 


“Give Us But a Little Strip of 
Land”, Shulamith Schwartz... Aug. 


Holidays in Eretz Israel, M. M. 
Rosenbaum Nov. 


A Jewish Army, David Ben Gurion Nov. 


Mussolini Dreams of Patestine, Ed. 
DD, eee 6 Oct. 


a and cenete~. Parallel, 
M 












rank..... 

Palestine canibenibl ae Ed. May 

Palestine Manpower and the War, 
Ed. 








Oct. 
Palestine ~ nga Orchestra, 
Heine Poltiser’ 22.2. May 
Rehovot—Fifty Years Old, Ben 
Halpern June 
Restrictions on Jewish Land Pur- 
chases in Palestine, Ed. Lesues MCE 
Solving the Arab- selena eiiein, 
ee aS ree Feb. 
Tie to Form, £4................. Mar. 
The Month in Palestine, Shula- 
SLE oe | | | cc cee ae eee Nov. 
Dec. 
Uncensored, AnonyMous -neccmmmmn May 


What's in a Name _ Jacob J. 


Davids 
Tragedy on Haifa Bay, Ed 
The Rutenberg Affair, Ed... 


Center and Periphery, Joseph 
Kastein Dec. 












Politics, Philosophy and Religion 


Albert Einstein Discusses mies 
Haryim Greenberg ~ecevensovsssnnenmenenees ov. 


Colonial Peoples and the War, 
Ed. June 





Dominion Status for India, Ed... Sept. | 


Did India Conquer England? S. K. May 
Labor Is With God, S. K........... Sept. 


Mexico on the Eve, Solomon 
Kahan 


Moslems and Indian Freedom, 
Hayim Greenberg ........ 
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Psychoanalysis and Moral Pessi- 











mism, Hayim Greenberg.vecricnnnmnn ar. 
Some Additional Sad Observa- 
tions, Willi Schlamm ay 
The Individual and the Nation, 
Max Brod July 
The Other Germany, Alfred 

Braunthal ay 
Nehru Goes to Prison, Ed.... .. Dec. 
Anglo-Saxon Cultural Dominance, 

SCAT “EGTBGGR annie csienntnne DOC: 
Refugees 


Britain and the Refugee, Norman 
Angell Sept. 


5,000,000 Children Can Still Be 
Saved, ; July 


More Homelands for Jews? Harold 
J. Jonas Jan. 


New Frontiers in Alaska, Ed.............. May 











Plight of Refugees in War Time, 
Boris Smolar ................ 35 Ot: 


Refugee Siete 3 in ar ony Do- 





mingo, Ed. April 
Refuge in Shanghai, Mark Gayn Sept. 
The Children’s Crusade, Ed............ . May 


A Refugee Speaks, Anton Kuh......... Dec. 


Reviews 


Berges, Max L., 
Cold Pogrom, Morton Deutsch..... Mar. 


Bialik, Hayim Nachman, 
Aftergrowth and Other Stories, 


Abraham Regelson  -ncccocnnennennnne April 
Eliot, T, S.. 

Idea of a Christian : ee. 
Jacob J. Weinstein... sesametesicnas NIE: 


Gitlow, Benjamin, 
I Confess, Max Nomad................... Feb. 


Maurice Samuel, 
The Great Hatred, Ludwig Lew- 
isohn Oct. 


Maximoff, G. P., 
“The ‘Guillotine at Work— 
Twenty Years of Terror in Rus- 
sia’, Bernard Noskin..neememenm Mar. 

McGill, Nettie Pauline oer Mat- 
thews, Ellen Nathalie, 

The Youth of New York rian 
isaac Franck a... = 





Mendelssohn, Peter, 
Across the Dark River, Ben 


Halpern April 





Prophecy in Our Time: Nachman 
Syrkin, Shulamith Schwarrtz......... Oct. 


Rauschning, Hermann, 
The Voice of Destruction, K. R. 


Gilbert April 
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No Obligation 


FELS FURS, Ine. 


Manufacturing Furriers 


214-20 WEST 29th STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
CHickering 4-5928 





Consult Us Before Purchasing! 











Sachar, Abram Leon, 
Sufferance Is the Badge, Samuel 
Duker Feb. 26 


Schlamm, William S., 
The Second War of smnacsianel 














ence, Bernard Noskin ........... . Nov. 27 
Steinberg, Milton, 

As a Stiven 6 Leaf, Ben Halpern Feb. 26 
The Great Dictator, S. Keerececccnsee . Nov. 2 
Youth 
Jewish Students and the A. S. U., 

Yak Rycus Feb. 30 
My Jewish Club Carries On, 

arie Syrkin June 23 
Symptoms of a Disease, Shlomo 

Grodzensky Aug. 23 
Tasks of a Zionist Youth Move- 

ment, J. Israeli... Bi ec. 29 
Zionism 
A Great Zionist Utterance, Ed......... Feb. 4 
A Zionist Looks at the ahi 

Eliezer Liebenstein .eccccocnnuumnne AU. 6 

































Full a Tempting 
Old-Fashioned Goodness 


@ Try the new Heinz Vege- 
tarian Soup for yourself. It’s 
different! It’s delicious! It has 
only one competitor... your 
own home-made soup, if you 
ever care to take the trouble 
to make it again. Not Con- 
densed—Ready to serve. 


Approved by the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America 


© 
The) seal of approval is on the label 








British Labor Party Supports Pal- j 





estine, Ed. une 
Greenwood Declaration, Ed.............. Nov. 
Essence of Revisionism, Marie 

Syrkin April 





Infantile Leftism—Zionist Version, 














Shlomo Grodzemsky. ~.crccccmennnnennseenne ar. 
Hashomer Hatzair Replies—Moshe 
Furmansky April 
Illusions for Sale, Ed. icccucucnncnnnnne JULY 
Revisionism, Herman Seidel.............. May 
Revisionists at Work, Marie 
Syrkin Mar. 
U.P. a Coanterance, Ed... Jai 
What Is the League for Labor 
Palestine? Edward L. Israel.......... Jan. 
Zionism vical for Erglish Jewry, 
Ed. Jan. 
Chronicles of the Month, S. Ethel- 
son . Nov. 
Dec 
Jewish Frontier Index, 1934-9........... Jan. 
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A WAY OF LIFE IS BEING SAVED 


Within the past six months upwards of 100 leading anti-fascists of all European nation- 
alities have been saved from the Gestapo by one purely American effort. This has involved great 
personal risks on the part of some among those saved; it has necessitated gteater risks by certain 
agents of this effort. But those risks are. nothing in comparison to the prize that is being won. 
A WAY OF LIFE IS BEING SAVED for the European continent. 


The Emergency Rescue Committee has made possible the evacuation from Europe of such 
world famous personalities as Heinrich Mann, Konrad Heiden and Franz Werfel. These names 
do not sum up the totality of this great salvage work—the overwhelming majority of those rescued 
are anti-fascists little known outside their own country. But they are the repository of an idea which 
animates a way of life we know as Democracy—the idea of a free people living under a govern- 
ment which draws its powers from the consent of 
those governed. They have fought for this idea in 
their art, their literature and their everyday activity. . 
That is why they are political refugees from a conti- Emergency Rescue Committee 
nent dominated by Adolf Hitler and that is why we ee ee 

; : NEW YORK. N. Y. 
welcome them to America. And we will sustain 
them until the day when they can return to a Europe oe ee Ostia 
in which Nazism and Fascism have been extermin- L. HOLLINGSWORTH Woo ............. Vice-Chairman 
ated to lead their peoples in freedom and democracy. Davip F. SEIFERHELD Treasurer 
MILDRED ADAMS Secretary 

American liberals have responded gener- INGRID WARBURG Exec. Asst. to Chairman 
ously in support of this rescue work. During October 
and November more than $50,000 was subscribed vee 
to this fund. But the demands upon our means con- sins taaaeibaies Snail 
tinually increase as the avenues of escape become Dr. RoBeRT HUTCHINS 
fewer, moré hazardous and costlier. This is an Dr. ALVIN JOHNSON 


inevitable progression on a continent dominated by ones, Steen pocauet opie 
liti Soe. Dr. WILLIAM ALLEN NEILSON 
a political police RAYMOND GRAM SWING 


: Dr. CHARLES SEYMOUR 
We therefore reiterate our appeal to the Dr. GEORGE SHUSTER 


American people. The gift of $350 will make pos- DoroTHy THOMPSON 
sible the evacuation of one man or woman—it may 
save one life. But more than that it will help in - 
the truly American task of saving the democratic way of life for the European continent. In this 
task our interests and our tradition alike are engaged. For we cannot live for long as free Amer- 
icans in a world which is “half slave and half free.” 























FRANK KINGDON, Chairman 
Emergency Rescue Committee 


ee ee ey ge ee he ee ee ee — 
Frank Kingdon, Chairman 
Emergency Rescue Committee 
122 East 42nd Street. New York, N. Y. 


CO I enclose $350 to make possible the evacuation of one man or woman 
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City State 
Cooperating Organizations—American Friends of German Freedom, Spanish Refugee Relief et 











| 

| 

| ; 

| 0 I enclose $ to help in your work. 
| 

| 

| 




















> os 














